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 DRAMATIS PERSON. 


cov GARDEN. 
aw 
Aboan | Vega Mr. Aiken, 


Lievtenant-Governor. — Mr. Davies, 


. Oroonoko — Mr, Pope. 
Blandford — Me Hul. 
Hotm an — Mr. Thompſon, 
Stan more — Mr. Cubitt. 

IJ. Stanmore— Mr. Holme, 
Daniel — — Mr. Quick. 

2 Captain Driver — N. Fearon. 

0 0 M E N. 


Widow Lackitt — Mrs. Webb. 
Charlotte Welldon | — Mrs. Bates. 

Lucy Welldon  — Mrs. Inchbald. 

- , Tmoinda = = Mrs. Pope. | 
Planters, Indiens, Neproes, dien Women. and Children. 

The SCENE Surinam, a colony in the V. Indies, at 
the time of the action of this Tragedy i in the poſſeſſion 
of the . 
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| 3 ogh- Eater Wellden following Lucy. | 
Bac. CE FHAT will this come to? what ean it end in- 
you have perſuaded me to leave dear Eng- 
land, and dearer London, the place of the world: moſt 
wotthy living in, to follow-yow a huſband- hunting inta 

America: I thought huſbaads grew in theſe plautations. 
Nell. Why fo they do, as thick 28 oranpes, ripening 
one under another. Week after week they drop intu 
ſome woman's mouth: tis but a little patience, ſpreading 
your apron in expeQation, and ane of em will fall inte 

your lap at laſt. | 

Luc. Ay, fo you ſay, indeed. 

Mell. But you have left dear London, you ſay: pray 
what have you leſt in London that was wr dear to yauy 
that had not left you before? _ 

Luc. Speak for yourſelf, fiſter. 6 
Well. Nay, Vii keep you in'countenance. The young. 


"I 


fellows, you know, the deareft part ol the town, and with= © 


out whom London bad been x wilderneſs to 20 agg me. 
had forſaken us a greet While. 

Luc. Forſaken us? I don't know that ever they had us; 

meli. Forſaken us the worſt way, child? that is, did- 
not think us worth hav:ng ; they neglected us, no longer 
defign'd upon us, they were tired uf us. Women in Lon- 
don ate like the rich filk+, tney ae out of men 
while before tbey wear out 

Luc. The devil take the . 1 ay. F 


Mell. You may tumble them over and over at their 
firſt coming up, and never difparage theit price: but they 


fall upon wearing immediate ly, lower and lower in their 


value, till they come to tbe broker at laſt. ' To prevent 


which, with what youth and beauty were left, ſome ex- 
perience, and the ſmall remainder of fifteen hundied 
pounds a- piece, which amounted to bare two hundred be- 
tween us bath, [ perſuaded you to bring your perſ an for 
A venture to the Ladies. Every thing hes ſucceeded in 


our voyage: I paſs for your brother-: one of the richeſt 
planters here happening to dic juſt as we landed, I have 
claimed kindred with him: ſo without making b. s will, 


he bas left us the credit of his relation to trade upon. We 
live i reputation; have the beſt acquainrance inthe place ; 
and we ſhall ſee our account in't, warrant you, 


„„ SM: | Enter 


. 


N 
— — be, abs wn 


4 on ono me 


Ester Widow Lackitt. © 
Wid. Mr. Welldon, your ſervant, Your ſervant, Mrs. 


Lucy, I am an ill viſitor, but tis not too late, I hope, to 


bid you welcome to this ſide of the world. ¶ Salates Lucy. 
Well. Gad fo, I beg your pardon, widow, I would 


| ac done the civilities of my houſe before; but, as you 


ſay, tis not too late, I hope [Going to kiſs her. 
. id. What! you think now this was a civil way of 
begging a kiſs ; and by my troth, if it were, I ſce no barm 


in't; tis a pitiful favour indeed that is not worth aſking 


for: tho I have known a woman ſpeak pre before 
now, and not under ſtood neither. | 

Well. Not under my roof. Have at you, wide 

Wid. Why that's well ſaid, ſpoke like a younger bro- 
ther, that deſerves to have a widow. =—— [ He ws her. ] 
You're a younger brother I know by your lila. 

' Well. How ſo, pray ? 

id. Why, you kiſs as if you expected to be Said for t, 

You have birdlime upon your lips. You flick ſo cloſe, 


there's no getting rid of you. 
—_ Well. I am a- kin to a younger brothers, | 


Vid. S$» much the better: we widows are commonly. 


the better for younger brothers. 


Luc. Better or worſe, moſt of you, But you wont be 
much the better for him, I can tell you, [ Aide. 
Will. 1 was a younger brother; but an uncle of my mo- 
ther's has malicioufly left me an eſtate, and, Pm. ati aid, 


ſpoil'd my fortune. 


Vid. No, no; an eſt ate will never ſpoil your ne 
I bave a good eſtate myſelf, thank Heaven, and a kiod 


huſband that left it behind bim. 


Mell. Thank Heaven that took him away from it, wi- 
dow, and left you behind him. 

Vid. Nay, Heaven's will muſt be done; he's) in a bet - 
ter place. 

Well. A better place for you, no doubt on t: now you 


may look about you; chuſe for yourſelf Mrs, Lackitt, 


that's your buſineſs; for 1 know you A to marry 
again. 


id. O dear! not 1. proteſt and ſwear ; 1 don't de- 


ſiga it; but I won't ſwear neither; one does not Know 


what may happen to tempt.one.. | 
Well Why, a luſty young fellow may 3 co enpt 


you 
2 Nay, Ill do ** rathly Pl reſolve againſt 
1 | nothing. 
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nsthiog. The devil, they fay, is very buſy upon theſe 
occaſions, eſpecuily with the widows. But, ut Lam to 
be te mpted, it muſt be with a young man, I promiſe you 
Ms. Lucy, your brother is a very pleaſant gentle- 
man: I came about buſineſs to him, but be tuins every 
thing into merriment. 8 
Well Bufineſs, Mrs. Lackitt? then l. know, you would | 
have me to yourſelf. Pray, deave us together, ſrller. . 
a [Exit Lucia. x 
What 1051 drawing opon myſelf here? [Afiae.. | 
Mid. You have taken a very pretty houſe here ; ; every 
thing ſo neat about you already. I hear you are Lying 
out for a plantation. i WW 
Well. Why, yes truly, L fike the country, and would. — 
buy a plantation, if I could reafonably,— | 
id. O! by all means reaſonably. 
Mell. If I could have one to my wind, I would think of 
ſettling among you. | 
Vid. Of ou can't do-better.. Indeed we can't pretend 
to have ſo good company for you, as you had in England: 
but we ſhall make very much of you. For my own part, 
F afſure you, I ſhall think myſelf very happy to be more | 
particulary known to you, 
| Will. Dear Mrs. Lackitt, yon do me too much honor. 
Mid. Then as to a plantation, Mr. Welldon you. know- 
I have ſeveral to diſpoſe of. Mr. Lackitt, I thank bim. 
has leſt, though I ſay it, the richeſt widow upon the 
place; therefore I may afford to uſe you. better than. other 
people can, You ſhall have. one upon any reaſonable 
terms, 
Well, That's a fair offer; 1 | | 
Wid. You ſhall find me as eaſy as any body you can 
have to do-with, I aſſure you. Pray try me, I would 
have you try me, Mr. Welldon. Well, I like mays name 
of yours exceedinglv, Mr. Welldon. | 
Well. My name | fg ION 
Wid. O exceediagly! if any thing could perfuade me 
to alter my own name, I verily believe nothing in the 
world would do it ſo ſoon, as to be called Mrs. Welldon, © 
Well. Why, indeed Welldon doth found ſomething 
better than Lackitt. 
Wid. O! a great deal beiter. Not that there is fo much 
in the name neither, But, I don't know, there is ſome» 
thing ; I ſhould like mightily to be call'd Mrs. Wanne e 
Well, I'm 7 you like my . 
| A 3 e 


TOTES 
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M Of all things. But then there's the misfortune, 


one cannot change one's name without chapging one's 


+ condition. 
Mell. Youll hardly think it worth that, 1 believe. 
Wid. Think it worth whar, fir ? changing my condi- 
tion! indeed, fir, I think it worth every thing. But 
\ alas! Mr. Welldon, I have been a widow but fix weeks ; 
is too ſoon to think of changing one's condition yet : 
indeed it is: pray don't deſire it of me: not but that 
1 may perſuade me to any thing, ſooner than any Per- 
on in the world 1 
Vll. Who, I, Mrs. Lackitt. 
Mid. Indeed you may, Mr. Welldon, ſooner than any 
mau living. Lord, there's a great deal in ſaving a de- 


cency: I never minded it before: well, I am glad 


* ſpoke firſt, to excuſe my modeſty. But, what ? mode ſt y 
means n nothing, and is the virtue of. a girl, that does not 
know what ſhe would be at a widow ſhould be wiſer. 
Now I will own to you, (but I won't confeſs neither) 
I have had a greater reſpe@ for you a great while, I beg 


our pardov, fir, and T muſt declare to you, indeed T 


+ muſt, if you deſire to diſpoſe of all I have in the world 
in an honourable way, which I-don't pretend io be any 
way deſerving your conſideratian, my fortune and perſon, 
if you won't underſtand me without telling you ſo, are 
+ both at yout ſervice, gad ſo! another time 
Enter Stanmore. 
Stan. 80 Mrs“ Lackitt, your widowhood's weaning. * 
Þ I ſee which way tis going. Welldon, you're a hap- 
man. The women and their favours come home to you. 
Mid A fiddle of favour, Mr. Stanmore: | am a lone 
woman, you know it, left in a great deal of buſineſs, and 
: buſineſs muſt be followed, or lofi, I bave ſeveral ſtecks 
and plantations in my bands, and other things to diſpoſe 
of, which Mr. Welldon may have occaſion for. 
Well. We were juſt upon the brink of a bargain, as 
you came in. 
Stan. Let me diive it on for you, | 
Mell. So you muſt, | believe, you or ſome for me. 
Stan. I'II ſtand by you, I vnderſtand more of this word 
| Gneſs than you can pretend to, 
Well. I don' t pretend to it: 'tis quite out t of my way 
Indeed, | 
Stan. If the widow pets you to herſelf, ſhe vill cer- 
an; be too hard for you ; I know her of old : ſhe has 
o 


% 
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no gonſeience in à corner; a very fran. 1 

5 2 — circumciſe you to get more of you. | 
eil. Is this true, widow ? 

Ni. Speak as you find, Mr. Welldon, 1 have offer; 
' you very Hair! think upon't, and let me hear of you; 

the ſooner the beiter, Mr. Welldon. . - TExth 

Stan. I aſſure you my friend ſhe*ll cheat you, if ſue can. | 

' Fell. Ldon't know that; but I can cheat her, if-I wall. - 

Stan. Cheat her! how ? 

Mell. I can marry her; and then [ am furs L have it 

is my power to cheat her. Eats 

Stan Can you marry her? , 

Well. Yes, faith, ſo ſhe ſays : her pretty Serkan, and 
fortune, (which, one with the other, you kuow are not 
contemptible) are both at my ſervice, 

Stan Contemptible ] very coyliderable,. egad; very 
. defirab'e; why ſhe's worth ten thouſand pounds, man; 
a clear eſtate : no charge upon't, but a be bi ſon 
He. indeed was to have half; but his father forgot him, 
and ſhe breeds him up not to know or have more than ſhe 

= a mind to: and ſhe has 0 mind to ſomething elſe, ie 
ſeems. 

Mall. There's a great deal to be ade of this—[ Muſong. 

Stan. A handſome fortune may be made on' tz and 1 
adviſe you to't by all means. 

- Well. To marry her ! an old wanton witch ! J hate her. 

$:an. No matter for that: let ber go to the devil for 
you, She'll cheat her ſon of a good eſlate for you: 

that's a perquilite of a widow's portion always. 
Vall. I have a defign, and will follow her — leaſt, till 1 
have a pennyworth of the plantation. 

Swan. I ſpeak as a friend, when 1 adviſe you to marry 
her, for tis directly againſt the intereſt of my own fami- 
ly. - My couſin Jack has belabour'd her a good while 
that wa 

Well. What! honeſt Jack! I'll not hinder him. TU 
give over the thoughts of her. 2 a 

Stan. He'll make nothing on't; ſhe does not care- for | 
bim. I'm glad you have het in your power. 

Vell. I may be able t) ſerve im. | 

San. Here's a ſhip come into the river;; L was in bebe f 
it had been from England 8 

l. From England! 

Sian, No. Fa was eee: 1 long to ſee-this 

<hand{ume 


a 
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handſome conſin of your's + the pierre you gave me or i 


her has charm'd me. 
Hell. You'll ſee bend it 1 flatter'd her or no, in a 


. little time. If the recover'd of that illneſs that was the 
reaſon of her flaytng behind us, E know ſhe will come: with 
the firſt opportunity, We hall ſee” her, or bear of her 


F 

Sean. We'll hope the beſt. The pe from England 
are expected every day. | 
Vell. What ſhip is this? | 

Stan. A rover, a buceaneer, a trader in ſaves: that's the 
commodity we deal in, you know. If you have. a curi- 
oſity to ſee our manner of marketing, I'll wait upon you. 

. We'll take my ſiſter with us. — (Exexnt. 
SCENE, an open place. ; 
Ent er Lieutenant-Governor and Blandford. 

Gov. There's no reſiſting your fortune, Blandford'; you 
draw all the prizes, 

Blan. I draw for our lord governor, you know, his for- 
tune favours me. 


Gov. I grudge him ade this time ; but if fortune 


had favour'd me in the laſt ſale, the fair ſlave had been 


mine: Clemene had bees mine. 
Blan. Are you ſtill in love with her. 
Gov. Every day more in love with her! 

Enter Captain Driver, teaſ d and pulled about by EM 
Lackiit, and ſeveral planters. Enter, at another door, 
Welldon, Lucia, and Stanmore. 


Vid. Here have E ſix flaves in my lot, and not a man 


among then; all women, ard children; what can I do 
with em, captain: pray conſider I am a woman myſelf, 


and can't get my own ſlaves, as ſome of my neighbours do. 
T/+ Plant. I have all men in mine: pray, captain, let 
the men and women be miagled together, for procreation 


ſake, and the good of the plantation, 
2 Plant. Ay, ay, a man and a won, captain, for 


the good of the plantation. 
Capt. Let them mingle together and be damm d, what 


care I? would you have me a pimp for the good of * 


plantation? 

% Plant. I am 2 conſtant cuſtomer, captain. 
Md. I am always ready money to you, captain, 
½ Plant. For that matter, ſects, my n is as 


ready as yours, 


id. Piay hear me, captaif. . 
PN, | Caps. 
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. Capt. Look you, I have done my part by you W bare 
brov ght the number of ſlaves I bargain'd for; if your lots 
have not . d you, you muſt draw again _— your- | 
ſelves. | 

3d Plant. 1 am contented with wy ent 0.14 1 Brgs 1 

4th Plant. I am very well ſatis fy d. | „ 

34 Plant. We'll have no drawing again. . 

Capt. Do you hear, miſtreſs ? you may bold your 

tongue: for my pait I expect my money. 

Vid. Captain, no body queſtions or ſeruples Fe pay- 
ment: but I won't hold my tongue; tis too much to 
pray and pay too: one may ſpeak for one 's own I ata 

Capt. Well, what would you ſay ? | 

Mid. 1ſay no more than I can make out, 

Cap. Out with it then. 

Mid. I ſay, things have not been ſo fair carried as alk | 
might have been. How do I know but you have juggled 
939 in my abſence? You drew the lots before 1 came, 

'm ſure, | 

Cap. That's your own fault, miſtreſs, you might have 
come ſooner. | 

Vid: Then here's a prince, as they ſay, among the 
faves, and you ſet him down to go as a common man. 

Cap. Have you a mind to try what a man he is ? You'll 
find him no more than a common man at your buſineſs. . * 

id. Sir, you're a ſcurvy fellow to talk at this rate to 
me, If my huſband were alive, ISIS PREY you would. 
not uſe me fo. 

Capt. Right, miſtreſs, I would not uſe you An 

Mid. Not uſe me! your betters every inch of you, I 
3 have you to know, would be glad to uſe me, ſir- 
rah, Marry come up here, who are you 1 trow? + You 
begin to think yourſelf a captain, forſuoth, becauſe we 
call you ſo. Vou forget yourſelf as faſt as you can; but 
I remember you; I know you for a pitiful paltry fellow | 
as you are, an upſtart to proſperity ; ope that is but juſt 

come acquainted with cleanlineſs, and that never ſaw five 
2 of your on without deſerving: to de . : 
or 'em 

Gov. She has g'ven you a broadfide, captain; you'll | 

fland up to ber. S398 
Capt. Rang her, I'll come no nearer. 

2 By this $900 light it would make a woman &o * 
thing ſhe never defigned ; marry again, though ſhe were 
eto repent it, and be revenged of ſuch aw— 
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& Stan. What's the matter, Mes. Lackitt, can I ſerve 
you a | 
id. No, no, yow can't ſerve me: you are for ſerving 
yourſelf, I'm ſure. Pray go about your buſineſs, I bave 
none for you: yow-know, have told you ſo. Bord! how 


think that every rich widow: muſt . WE many 
upon ayoung fellow that has nothing 

Stan, Jack, you are anfwer'd, 1 — 

J Stan. ll have another pluck at ber. 

Mid. Mr. Welldon, 1 am a little out of . but 
pray briog your ſiſter to dine with me, Gad's my life, 


I'm out of all patience with that pitiful fellow : my fleſh 


riſes at him; I can't ſtay in the place where he iI Exit, 
Plan. Captain, you have uſed the widowvery famitiarly, 


Capt. This is my way; I have no defign, and there- 
* am not over - civil. If ſhe had ever a handſeme 


daughter to wheedle her out of; or if I could make any 
thivg of her booby 6 


Mell Lay improve-that hint, and * ſomething of 


bim. 8 ; 46,600 Ow 
| Gov. She's very rich, | 


_ Cope. I'm rich. myſelf, .- ee das nothing that I want; 
I have no leaks to ſtop. Old womer are fortune- menders. 
L have made a good voyage, and would reap the fruits of 


my labour, We plow the deep, my maſters, but” our 
harveſt is on ſhore. Tram for a young woman. 


Stax. Look about, captain there's one ripe, and ready 


for the fickle: 


Capt. A-woman indeed: I will bencquaintedwith her; 


| who mihe ?- 
Mill. My ſiſter, a | 
Capt. Would Ewere a-kin to ber: if hore wy fſter, 
ſhe ſhould never go out cf the family. What ſay you, 
miſtreſs ? you expect I HO, marry you I ſoppoſe. 
2 Luc. IL. ſhan't be dif@ppototed, if you. don't. 
| [Turning away. 
Well. She a break ber beartg fr. 


Capt. But I mea [Following ler. 
„Vell. Aud/Fmean-— [Going 8 him and Lucia. 


That you mult not think ol her without n 
Capt. I mean ſo too. 
2 Arbil. Why then your meaving's on 
” Capt. Youre very ſhort. | 
A. will grew, aud be taller for you. 


Capt. 


Can = be ſo troubleſome ; nay fo unconſcionable, to 


a 5 


- OROONOK®O. 21 

Capt. I ſhall grow angry and ſwear. A 

ill. Yowll catch no filh then. | | 
att. I don't well know whether he def guns to affront 

me, or no. | | | e 

Han. No, no, he's a little familiar ; tis his way, 

Capt: Say you ſo? nay, I can be as familiar as he, if 
that be it, Well, fir, look upon me full. What ſay you? 
how do you like me tor a brother-in-law w-? DYE $9970 RN 
Pill. Why yes, faith, you'll do my bufineſs, [Turning * 
bim about.) if we can agree about my ſiſter's. 14 
Capt. I don't know whether your lifter will like me, or 
not: Team ſay mueb to her; but I have money enough: 
and if you are her brother, as you ſeem to be a-kin to her, 

I know" that will recommend me to you, : vv, 

Well, This is your market for flaves; my ſiſter is a 
free woman, and muſt not be diſpoſed of in public. L. 
You ſhall be welcome to my houſe, if you pleaſe: and, 
open better acquatotance, if my ſiſter Tikes you, and I 
like your offers en 

Capt. Very well, fir, 1'll come and ſee her. 

Gov. Where are the ſlaves, captain ? they are long a 
coming, ALE e Ef 

Blau. And who is this 'prince that's fall'n to my lot for 
the lord governor ? let me know fomething'of him, that 
J may treat him accordingly, who is hen 

Capt. He's the devil of a fellow, I can tell you? a 
prince every inch of him: you have paid dear enough for 
him, for all the good he'll do you: I was forc'd-to cap 
him in itons, ard did not think the ſhip ſafe neither... You 
are in hoſtility with the Indians, they fay, they threaten 
you daily: you had beft have an eye upon him. 

Blan, But who is he? © e 

Gow.” And how do you know him to be a prince? 

Capt He is fon and hetr to the great king of Angola, a 
miſchievous monarch in tboſe parts, who; by his good 
wiil,owogld never let any of his neighbours be in quiet. 

This ſon was his general, a plaguy fighting fellow. 1 
have formerly had dealings with him for ſlaves, which he 
took priſoners, abd have got pretty roundly by bim. But 

the wars being at an end, and nothing more to be got by 

the dende of 'that country, I made bold to bring the prince 
along with me. © has ora 
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© Grp, Fewicould you de that: 
Ban. What | ſteal a prince out of his viwn'country! 
; + 1517 or nee nns „ * 
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Capt. Twas hard indeed; but 1 did it. _ You muſt 
know this Oroonoko 

Blan, Is that his name ? | 
Capt. Ay, Oroonoko. 

. Gow, OtoonO Ko. Ht © * 
Capt. Is naturally Wide HIS: we men - 

ners of the white nations. Becauſe | could give him ſome 
account of the other parts of the world, I grew very 
much into his favour : in return of ſo great an honour, 
you know, 1 could do no leſs, upon my coming away, 
than invite him on board me: never having been in a 
ſhip, he appointed his time, and 1 prepared my enter tain- 
ment; he came the next evening, as private as be could, 
with abont ſome twenty along with him. The punch 
went round; and as many of his attendants as would be 
erous, 1 ſent dead drunk on ſhore ; the reſt we ſe. 
| cured ; and ſo you have the prince Orooncko. 

uſt Plant, Gad-a-mercy, captain, there you were with 
him, i' faith. l 
24 Plant. Such men as. you are fit to. be employed i in 
public affairs: the plantation will thiive by _ I 

34 Plant, Induſtry ought to be encoureged. 

Capt. There's nothing done er it, boys, 2 have 
5 made my fortune this way. 
_ Blan, Unheard of villainy! 
Stan. Barbarous treachery ! | 

. Blan. They applaud him fort. 
- Gov: But, captain, methinks you have ten a great 
deal of pains for this prince Oroonoko; why did you 

t with. him at the common rate of flaves.? - 

Capt. Why, Lievtcnant-Governor, I'll tell you, I did 

deſigo to carry him to England, to have ſhow'd him there; 

but | found him trouble ome upon my hinds, and I'm 

._ © glad I'm rid of him Oh, oh, hark, they came. 
Black Slaves, men, women, and cl ares, paſs acroſs the flage 
1M two and two; Aboan, and others of Qrooxaks\s atten- 

92 two ane two; Oroonoko laſt of all in chains. | 

Luc. Are all theſe wretches ſlaves ? 

San. All ſold, they and their poſterity, all faves. br 

Luc. © miſerable fortune! 

Blan. Moſt of them know no better: they were born 
ſo, and only change their maſters. But a prince, bor 
only to com mand, betray'd and old ! MF: heart drops 
blood for bim. 

c Now, Governcy, here he comes, prey obſerve . 

1 ro. 


* * 
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Oro. So, ſir, you have kept your word with me. 


| 
Capt. I am a better Chriſtian, I thank you than to 
keep it with a heathen. 
Oro. You are a Chriſtian, be a Chriſtian Rill . 
If you have any God that reaches you 
A To break your word, I need not curſe you more: 5 
je Let him cheat you, as you are falſe to me. 
V Vou faithful followers of my better fortune, 
r, We have been feilow-ſoldiers in the field ; | 
7 E Bis freed, 
2 Now we are fellow · ſlaves. This laft farewel, 
Ne Be ſure of one thing that wHl comfort us. 
d, Whatever world we are next thrown upon * 
ch Cannot be worſe than this. [Al ia ves go off but Oretnie, 
be Capt. You fee what a bloody pagan he is, Governor, 
e- but I took care that none of his followers ſhould be in the 
f fame lot with him, for fear they ſhould undertake Tome 
th deſperate action, to the danger of the colony,” 4 
Oro. Live. ſtill in fear; it is the villain's curſe, | 
in And will revenge my chains; fear even me, ; 
Who have no power to hurt thee. Nature — | 
And drives thee out from the ſociety 
ve And commerce of mankind, for breach of faith. 
Men live and proſper but in mutual truft, | 
A confidence of one another's truth: 
That thou haſt violated, I have done ; 3 
I know my fortune, and ſabmit to it. 
eat Gow, Sir, I am forry for your fortune, and would 4 help 
ou it, if I could. 
Bland, Take off his e You know * your condi- 
lid tion ; but you are fallen into honaurable hands: : you = 
re; the Lord Governor's ſlave, who will uſe you nobly : 
'm his abſence 1 it ſhall be my care to ſerve you. 
| [ Blandford applying 10 Hime | 
age Oro. I bear you, but I can believe no more. 
en- Gov. Captain, I'm afraid the world won't ſpeak fo ho- 
nourable of this action of yours, as you would have them. 
Capi. I have the money, ler the world ſpeak and be 
damy'd, I care not. 
| Ore, T would f 'rget myſelf, Be ſatisſied [To Dlas. 
ore I am above the rank of common flaves. 
ore Let that content you. The Cbriuian there that knows me, 
ops For his own ſake will not diſcover more. | 
Capt. I have other matters to mind. You have him, 
um. and much goed may do 2 122 your prince. : (Exit. 


& \ 


The © 


3233 | OROO NOK O. 


" Ore. Lot em fare on. 
J am unfortunate, but not aſham'd | 
Of being ſo: No, let the guilty bluſh, - - 


He'll make you the better jointure. 


. The planters pulling and flaring at Oroonoko. 
Blan. What would you have vhere ? you ſtare as if you 


never ſaw a man before. Stand farther off. 


[T urns 'em away. 


=2 


The white man that betray'd me: honeſt black 
Diſdairs to change its colour. I am ready : 
Where muſt I go ? diſpoſe me as you pleaſe, 
I am not well acquainted with my fortune, 
But muſt learn to know it better; ſo 1 know, you ſay, 
Degrees make all things eaſy, | | 
Blau. All things ſhall be eaſy. 


: 


Oro. Tear off this pomp, and let me know myſelf : 


The {laviſh habit beſt becomes me now, 

Hard fate, and whips, and chains may overpow'r 
The frailer fleſh, and bow my body down: 
But there's 2 
Out of your reac 


„ nobler part of me, 
0 „which you can never tame. 
Blas, You ſhall find nothing of this wretchedneſs 


You apprehend. We are not monſters all. 
You ſeem unwilling to diſcloſe yourſelf 
Therefore, for fear the mentioning your name 
Should give you pew diſquiets, I preſume 
To call you Cæſar. | 
Oro. I am myſelf ; but call me what you pleaſe. 
Stan. A very good name Cæſar. 


Gov. A very ft for his character. 


Oro. Was Cæſar then a flave ? 
. "Gow, I think he was, to pirates too? he was a great 
conqueror, but unfortunate in bis friend 


Ore. His friends were Chriſtians ? 


8 Blau. No. | | 'S. 
Oro. No ! that's ſtrange, - 
Gov: And murdcer'd by 'em. 


Oro I would be Cæfar then, Yet I will live. 
Blan. Live to be happier, - : 
Oro. Do what you will with me. | 
Blau. I will wait upon you, attend, and ſerve zou. 
[ Exit with Orot ur. 


Luc. Well, if the captain had brought this prince's 
country long with him, and weuld make me queen ot it, 
I wovld not have him, ter doing fo baſe a thing. 


Icll. He's a man to thrive in the world, ſiſter : 


at 


Vell. Is is fo great a favour, I don, t know how to 


much for a handſome gentleman ; and ſo you ſhall find it. 


. truly | expeR io have you to myſelf. - 
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Tur. IR him, nothing can proſper with K 
Stan. Enquire into the great eftates, and you'lI'find' 
moſt of them depend upon the ſame title of honeſſy: the 

men who raiſe em firſt are much of the Nine 8 e 

ples. - 

Well. Ay, ay, as you ſay, let ww be down'd * the 


good of his family. Come, liſters we are invited to din- 
ner, | 


Gov. Stanmore, er you dine with me. | LExeunt. 


£ * 8 A yo 


N c FT: 4E+:Y CE N E. IFidew Lackiit's bonſe. 
Enter Widow Lackitt and Welldon. - . 


recetve it. 

id. O dear fir ! you know how to receive, and how 
to return a favour as well as any. body, I don't doubt it: 
'tis not the firſt you have bad from our ſex, eee * 

Mell. But this is fo unexpected. 

Mid. Lord, bow can you {:y ſo, Mr. Welldon ? I won't 
believe you- Don't I know you havdſome 'gentlemen 
expect every thing a woman can do for you ? and by my 
troth you're in the right ont. I think one can't do to 


ell. I ſhall never have ſuch an offer again, that's cer- 
tain : what ſhall I do? Tam mightily divided—— - | 


[ Pretending- @ concerns 
id. Divided: O dear, I hope not ſo,-fir-; if 1 ng, 


Well. There's no danger of that, Mrs. Lackitt. 1 am 
divided in my thoughts: my father upon his death - bed. 
obliged me to ſee my ſiſter diſpoſed of, before I married 
myſelf. Tis that ſticks upon me. They fay indeed pro. - 
miſes are to be broken or kept; and I know 'tis a fooliſh- 


thing to be tied to a promiſe ; but 1 can't help it. Aren 3 
know how to get rid of it. 


Wid. Is that all? 
Well. all in alto me. The commands of a dying: 


father, you know, ought to be obe eyed, 
Vid. Aud fo they may. 


Vell. Inpoſſible to do me any good. 3 
W:4. Toney ſhan't be your hindrance. You wou'd have 


2 huſband for your ſilter, you ſay : he muſt be "Wy wu: 
to paſs too in the world, I ſuppoſe. 


Wil, I would not throw her away. | 
| B 9 7 Wd: 


conſent to it. | 


* * 
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Vid. Then marry her out of hand to the fea- captain 
you were ſpeaking of. 
Mell. I was thinking of him, but *tis to no purpoſe, 

ſhe hates him. 4 
id. Does ſhe hate him ? nay, tis no matter, an im- 
| 28 raſcal as he is, I would not adviſe her to marry 

ill. Can you think of nobody elſe ? 
Mid. Let me ſee. | „ 
Mell. Ay, pray do, I ſhould be loth to part with my 
good fortune in you for ſo ſmall a matter as a ſiſter : but 
you find how it is with me. 5 / 

Mid. Well remember'd, 3'faith : well, if I thought you 
would like of ir, I have a huſband for ber: what do you 
think of my ſon ? 1 . | 

Mell. You don't think of it yourſelf. 

WWid. I proteſt but 1 do: Lam in earneſ}, if you are be 

mall marry her within this half hour, if you'll give your 


. 


ell. I give my confent ! I'll anſwer for my ſiſter, ſhe 
mall have him: you may be ſure I ſhall be glad to get 
over the difficulty), 2 | 

Mid. No more to be ſaid then, that difficulty is over; 
but I vow and ſwear you fighten'd me, Mr. Welldon. 
It I had act had a ſon now for your ſiſter, what muſt I bave 
done, do you think? Were not you an ill-natur'd thing 
to bogele at a promiſe-? I could break twenty for you. 

Hell. 1 am the more obliged to you: but this ſon 
will fave us all. | 

Hi. He's in the houſe; Pil go and bring him myſelf. 
{Going.] You would do-well to break the bofinef to yeur 
ſiſter: She's within, UH ſend her to you ig 
Vell. Pray do. [sing again, comes back. 
- #4. Bui d'you hear ? perhaps ſhe may ſtand upon ber 
maidenly behaviour, and bluſh, and play the foo}, and 
delay: but don't be anſwer'd ſo: what ! the is not a girlat 
thele years: thew your authority, and tell her roundly, 
ſhe muſt be married immediately. I'll manage my ſon, 
I warrant 50u — . {Goes out in haſte. 

Mell. The widow's in haſte, I fee : I thought I bad laid 
s rub in the road about my ſiſter: but ſhe has ſtepp'd over 
that, She's making way for herſelf as faſt as ſhe can ; but 
little thinks were ſhe is going: Fconld tell her ſhe's go- 
ing to play the fool: but people don't love to bear of 
their faults ; beſides, that is not my buſineſs at 3 . 

| ater 
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Euter Lucia, - 


So, fiſter, I 50 a huſband for ou — 


Luc. With all my beart. I don't know what 88 5 
finement matriage may be to the men; but I'm ſure the 
women bave no liberty without it. I'm for any thing 
that will deliver me from the care of a reputation, which 
begin to find impoſſible to preſerve. 

Well. Þil eaſe you of that care; you muſt be married 
immediately. 

Luc. The ſooner the better; for I am quite tired of 
ſerting up for a huſband. The widow's foolifh ſon 1s the 
man, I ſuppoſe. 

Well. I conſider'd your conſtitution, ſiſter; and, find- 
ing you would have occaſion for a fool, I have provided 
accordingly. | 

Luc. I don't know what occaſion I may have for 2 
fool when Pm married: but I fad none but fools have 
occaſion to marry. 

Well. Sinte he is to be a fool then, I chought it better 
for you to have one of his mother's making than your 
own; *twill ſave you the trouble. | 

— Lac I thank you; you take a great deal of pains for 

: but, pray tell me, what you are doing for yourſelf 
all this while ? 

nal. You are never true to your own ſecrets, and there- 


fore I won't truſt you with mine. Only remember this, 


I am your eldeſt ſiſter, and conſequently, laying my 
breeches afide, have as much occaſion for a huſband as 
you can have. I have a man in my eye, be ſatisfied. 
Enter Widiau Lackitt, «with her ſon Daniel, {ha 
Wid. Come Daniel, hold up thy head, child: look 
like a man: You moſt not take it as you have done.” 
Gad's my liſe! there's nothing to be done with: ewuling 
your hat, man. | . 
Dan. Why, mother, what's to be done then ? 195 
Vid. Why look me in the face, and mind what 1 ay 
to you. . | 
Dan. Marry, who's the fool then? What mal I by 
by minding what you ſay to me ? 
Wid. Mrs. Lucy, the boy is baſhful, don't di 
him; pray come a little forward, and let him ſalute you. 
[ Going — Lucy and Daniel. 
Luc. I fine buſband I am to have truly, [To Welldon, 
Hid. Come Daniel, you muſt 1 acquainted with this 
. 
B 3 : f 1 Dan. 


\ 
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Des. Nay I'm not proud, that is not my fault: T am 
- Preſently acquainted when. 1 know the company : duc 
- this geatle woman is a ftranyer to me. 

Vid. She 1s your miſtrefs, I have ſpoken a good weed 
for you; make her a bow, and go and kiſs her. 
Dan. Kiis her | have a care what you ſay ; I warrant 
he ſcorns your words. Such fine folks are not us'd to 
de ſlopp'd and kiſs'd. Do you think: I don't know that, 
mother I. 

FWid. Try her, try bes, min. Daniel bows, foe thruſt; 
Bim forward} Why that's well done; go nearer her. 

Dan. Is the devil in the woman? Why ſo I can go 
; nearer her, if you would let a body alobe. [To his mother, | 
Cry your mercy, forſooth ; my mother is always ſhaming 

- one before company : ſhe would have me as unmannerly 
as herſelf, and offer to. kiſs you. [To Lucia. 
Nell. Why, won't you kiſs her? 5 
Dan. Why, pray may. I. 
Mell. Kiſs her, kiſs her, man. 

Dan. Marry, and I will, [Xe ber.] gadſooks; 
+kifles rarely, an' pleaſe you, miſtreſs, and, ſeeing bo 
„mother will have it ſo, I don't much care iF 1 kiſs you | 

again, forſaoth: ; Kits her again. 
Luc. Well, how do you like me now ? 
| Dan. Like you f marry I don't know, you base be- 
witched me, I think : I was never ſo in my born days 
before. 
Vid. You muſt marry this fine woman, Daniel. 
Dan. Hey day l marry ber! I was never married in 
.all my life. What muſt I do with her then, mother? 
- Wid. Lou muſt live with her, eat and drink with her, 
80 to bed with her, ard ſleep with her. 
Dan. Nay, marry, if I muſt go to bed with her, I ſhall 
never ſleep, that's certain; ſhe'll break me of my reſt, 
quite and clean, I tell you before hand. - As for eating 
and drinking with her, why 1 have a good ſtomach, and 
can play my part in any company. But how do you 
think I can go to bed to a woman I don't know? 
Well. You ſhall know her better. 
Dan. Say you ſo, fir ? 
Well. Kiſs her again. [Daniel wy Lucy. 
Dan. Nay, kitling I find will make us preſently ac- 
. quainted. Weill ſteal into a corner to practice a little, 
and then I ſhall be able to do any thing. 
Well. The young man mends a-pace. 


Wid. 


; 0 0 N 0 K WS: 0 v7 
id. Pray don't baulk him. < 

Dan. Mother, mother, if youll tay 3 in the room 5 
me, and promiſe not to leave me, J don't care for once 
if I venture to go to bed with ber. 

Vid. There's a good child, go in and put on thy be & 
cloaths ; pluck up a ſpirit, I'll ſtay in the room by thee. 
She won't hurt thee, I warrant thee, «+ 

Dan. Nay, as to that matter, L am not afraid of her : 

I' give her. as good as ſhe brings. I have a Rowland 
for her Oliver, and ſo thou may tell her. [ Exit, 

Vid. Mrs. Lucia, we ſhan'r ay for you. :. you are in 
readineſs, I ſuppoſe. | 

Well. She'is always ready to do what 1 would have 
her, I muſt ſay that for my ſiſter. 

Wid. "Twill be her own another day, Mr, Welldon, 
we'll marry 'em out of hand, and then 

Will. And then, Mrs. Lackitt, look to yourſel. —— - 


(Exeu unt, 
Enter Orconoko and Blandford 


Oro. You ſay you are 

A friend to my misfortunes : that 5 name 

"bs Will teach you what you owe yourſelf and me. 

| Blan. I'll ſtudy+to deſerve to be your friend. 

When once our noble governor arrives, 

With him you will not need my intereſt : 

He is too generous not to feel your wrongs. 
But be aſſur'd I will employ my-pow'r, _ 

And find the means to ſend you home again, 


1 1 Oro. I thank you, ir. My honeſt, wretched friends“ 
[ Sighing. 
, | Their chains are heavy: they have hardly found 


So kind a maſter, May I aſk you, ſir, - 


t 'What is become of them ? Perhaps I ſhould not, 
1 You will forgive a ſtranger. 
g Blau. I'll enquire, | 
d And uſe my beſt endeavours, WINE aan are, 
u To have ?em geptly us'd, 
Oro. Once more I thank you. 

You offer every cordial thet can keep 

My hopes alive, to wait a better day. 
y. What friendly care can do, you hare apply'd: 
- But oh ! I have a grief admits no cute. 
Ee, Blan. You do not know, ſi 


Oro. Can you raiſe the dea? | 
Purſue and overtake the wings of Time-? 


And 
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And bring about again the hours, the days, 
The y ars that made me happy ? 
Blan, That is not to be done. 
Oro, No, there is nothing to be done forme, 
| [ Kneeling and kiſſing the earth. 

Thou god ador'd ! thou ever-glorious ſun ! | 

If ſhe be yet on earth, ſend me a beam 
__ Of thy all-ſeeing pow'r to light me to her: 
Or, if thy filter goddeſs has preferr'd 
Her heauty to the ſkies, to be a (tar ; 
O tell me where ſhe ſhines, that I may ſtand 
Whole nights, and gaze upon her. 
Blan. I am rude, and interrupt you. 
Oro. I am troubleſome : 
Bat pray give me your pardon. My ſwoll'n heart 
Burſt out its paſſage, and I muſt complain, 
O] can you think of nothing dearer to me? 
Dearer than liberty, my country, friends, 
Much dearer than my life, that I have Joſt 
- The tend'reſ}, beit belov'd, and loving wife. 
Blan. Alas ! I pity you. 
Ore. Do pity me: 
-Pity's a-kin to love; and every thought 
Of that ſoft kind is welcome to my foul. 
I would be pity'd here. 

Blan. I dare not aſk 
More than you pleaſe to tell me: but, if you 
Think it convenient to let me know 
- Your ſtory, I dare promiſe you to bear 
A part in your diſtreſs, if not aſſiſt you. 
Oro. Thou heneſt-hearred man! I wanted ſuch, 
_ ſoch a friend as thou art, that would fit 

till as the night, ang let me talk whole days 
Ot my Imoinda. O! lil tell thee all 
From firſt to laſt ; and pray obſerve me well. 
Blau. 1 will molt heedtully. 
Oro. There was a ſtranger in my father's court, 
Valu'd and honour'd much: he was a white, 
The fi-ſt I ever ſaw of your complexion : 
He chang'd his God for ours, and ſo grew great; 
Of many virtues, and ſo fam'o in arms, | 
He ſtill commanded all my father's wars. 4 
I was bred under him. One fatal day, e 
The armies joining, he before me ſlepp'd. | 
A | in his breaſt a 8 . 
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Levell'd at me; he dy'd within my arms, 


Pvyetir'd 5 already. 


Blan. Pray go on. 


An infant to Angola, When I came 
Back to the court, a happy conqueror, 


Humanity oblig'd me to condole 


With this ſad virgin for a father's loſs, | 
Loſt for my ſafety. I prefented her 
With all the ſlaves of battle, to atone 


Her father's ghoſt, Bur, when I ſaw her face, 


And heard her ſpeak, I offer'd up myſeltf 
To be the ſacrifice. She bow'd and bluſh'd : 
I wonder'd and ador'd. The ſacred pow'r, 
That had ſubdu'd me, then inſpit'd my tongue, 
Inclin'd her heart, and all our talk was love. 
Blan. Then you were happy. 
Oro. OtI was too happy. 


* 
. 


Oro. He left an only daughter, whom he brought | 


I marry'd her; and, though my country's cles 


Ladulg'd the privilege of many. wives, 
(wore myſelf never to know but her. 
She grew with child, and I grew happier fill. 


O my Imoindal but it could not lat. 


* 


7 


Her fatal beauty reach'd my father's ears: 
He ſent for her to court, a here, curſed court! 
No woman comes but for his amorovs uſe. 


He raging to poſſeſs her, ſhe was forc'd. þ 


To own herſelf my wife. The furious king 

Started at inceſt : but, grown deſperate, 

Not daring to enjoy what he delir'd, | 

In mad revenge twhich I cou'd never learn) 

He poiſon'd her, or ſent her far, far off, 

Far from my hopes ever to ſee her more. 
Blan. Moſt barbarous of fathers! the ſad tale 

Has ſtruck me dumb with wonder. | 
Oro. I have done. 

Pilt:ouble you no ſaither : now and then > 

A ſigh will have its way; that ſhall be all. 

Emer Slanmore. 


* oy 
= 


Stanmore. Blandford, the Lieutenant Governor is gone 
to your plantation, He delires you. will bring the Royab 


fave with you. The fight of his f. ir miſtie(s, he ſays, is 


an entertainment for a prince ; ae would have his opi- 


nion of her. 


Oro. Is he a lover? | 


1 of - 


Blan. 


Is 
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Blax. So he ſays himſelf: he flatters a beautiful {ſave 
that I bave, and calls her miſtreſs. - 
Oro. Muſt he then flatter her to call her miſtreſs ? 
I pity the proud man, who thinks himſelf 
Above being in love: what, tho "ſhe be a ſlave, 
She may deſerve him. 
| Blan, You ſhall judge of that when you ſee her, ſir. 
Oro. 1 go with you. | [Excunt. | 
SCENE, à plantation. 
2 Governor follou ing Imoinda. 
Gov. I have diſturb'd you, I confeſs my faults, 
My fair Clemene ; ſing, ſing again, 
And let me wonder at the many ways 
You have to raviſh me, 
Ino. O F can weep > 
Enough for you and me, if that will pleaſe _ 
Gov. You muſt not weep : 1 come to dry your tears, 
And raiſe you from your ſorrow. Look upon me: 
I came tv offer you your liberty, 
And be myſelf the ſlave. You turn away. © Following ber. 
But every thing become you. I may take | 


This pretty haud - I know your Mo . 
Would draw it back: But Uk would take it ill 


If I ſhould let it go I know ye wou'd, 
You ſhall be gently forc'd to pleafe yourſelf ; 
That you will thank me for. [She ſtruggles and gets ber 
band from him, then he fers to kiſs her, 
Nay if you ſtruggle with me, I mult take 
Imo,Y ou may my life, that 1 can part with freely. [ Exit. 
Enter Blandford, Stanmore, and Oroono bo. 

Blan. So, Governor, \ we don't diſturb you, IL hope: 
Your miſtreſs bas left you: you were making love,, 
She's thankful for the horour, l ſuppoſe. 

Gov. Quite inſenſible to all I ſay, and do: 

When I ſpeak to her, ſhe ſighs, or weeps, 
But never anſwers me as I-w: uid bave her. 

$:ax. There's ſomething: nearcr than her livery, that 
touches her. 

Blan. What do her fellow- flayes ſay of her; can't.they 
find the cauſe? 

So. Some of them, 8 to be wiſer tban che 
reſt, and hate her, I ſuppoſe for b-ing- us'd bettet than 
they are, will need have it tha! ſh is with child. 

Blan. Poor wretch | if it be fo, I pity ber: 

She Was loſt a huſband, that perhaps was dear | 


's 
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To her, and then you cannot blame her. 


Oro. If it be ſo, indeed you cannot blame her. [Sighing: 
Gow, No, no, it is not ſo, If it be fo, 
I muſt ſtill love her: And, cg Kill, 
I muſt enjoy her. 
Blan. Try what you can do with fair means, and wel- 
come. 
Gov. I' give you ten faves for her. | 
Blau. You know ſhe is our lord governor's : but, if I 
could diſpoſe of her, 1 would not now, eſpecially to wa. 
Gov. Why not to me? 
Blan, I mean againlt her will. You are in love with ber; 
And we all know what your deſires would have: 
Love ſtops at nothing but poſſeſſion, 
Oro. l is godlike in you to protect the weak. 
- Gow. Fie, fie, I would not force her. Tho? me be 
A flave, her mind is free, and ſhould conſent. 
Oro. Such bonour will engage her to conſent: 
And then, if you're in love, ſhe's worth the . 
Shall we not ſre the wonder ? 
Gow. Have a care; 
You have a heart, and ſhe has conqu' ring eyes. 
Oro. I have a heart; but, if it could be falſe 
To my firſt v »ws, ever to love again, 
Theſe honeſt hands ſhould tear it from my breaſt, 
And throw the traitor from me. O! Imoinda! 
Living or dead, I can be only thine. 
Blan. Lmoinds was his wife: ſhe's either ak 
Or living, dead io him: forc'd from his arms 
By an iabuman father. Another time 
Vi tell you all. [To the Gow. and 4 
Stan. Hark | the flaves have done their work; 
And now begins their evening merriment. 
Blan. The men are all in love with fair Clemene 
As much as you arc: And the women hate ber, 
From an inttin& of natural jealouſy. WR Gs 
They ſing and dance, and try their little tricks 
To entertaig ber, and divert her ſadneſe. 

May be ſhe is among them: ſhall we fee ? Je 
The Scene d. awn, Dau the flaw: s, men, Women, end chit 
dren, upon the ground; ſome riſe and dance. 
During the Entertainment the Governor, Blanford, Stan- 
more, Oroonoto, enter as Spectators, that ended, Captain 
Driver, Tack Stanmore, and ſeveral Planters enter with" 
_ their ſword, En. [Drum beats. A Bell 22. | 


Capt, 
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Capt. Where are you, Governor ? Make whet halle 
you can 

To fave yourſelf and the whole colony. 

I bid 'em ring the bell. * 

. Gov. What's the matter 

J. Stan. The Indians are come down upon us: they 

have plunder'd ſome of the plantations already, and are 

marching this way as faſt as they can. | 

Gov. What can we do againſt them? 

Blan. We mall be able to make a ſtand, al more 

planters come in to us. 

F. Stan, There are a great many more without; if you 
would ſhew yourlelf, and put us in order. 

Gov. There's no danger of the white ſlaves, they'll 

not ſtir. Blandford and Stanmore, come you along with 
me. Some of you ſtay here to look after the black ſlaves. 

[ AHI go ont but the Captain and fix Planters, 

 evho all at once ſeize Oroonoto. 

1H Plant. Ay, ay, let us alone. 

Capt. In the firſt place we ſecure you, Sir, 

As an enemy to the government. 

Oro. Are you there, fir? you are my conſtant friend. 

1/2 Plant. You will be able to do a great deal of miſ- 

chief. 

Capt. But v we ſhall prevent you: bring the 1 jrons hither. 
He bas the malice of a ſlave in him, e be glad to 
be cutting his maſters throats. I know him. Chain his 
hands and feet, that he may not run over to em. If they 
have him, they'll carry bim on their backs, that I can 
tell em. 

As they are ch.ining him, Blandſord enters, rung to em. 

Blan, What are you doing there? 

Capt. Securing the main chence: this is a boſom enemy. 

Blun. Away, you brutes: I'll anſwer with my life for 

his behaviour ; ſo tell the Governor. 

Capt. and Plant. Well, fir, fo we wilt. 

; { Exeuni Captain and Planters. 

Oro. Give me a ſword, and I'll deſerve your truſt. 

[4 party of Indians enter, hurrying 1 moinda among the 

aves ; another party of Indians juftains em retreating, 

ollieved at a diſtence by th e Governer with the . 

Blandford, and Oroonoſto, joins em.] 

Blan, Hell and the dei! they drive away our ſlaves 

before our faces. Governor, can you ſtand tamely by, 

and ſuffer this? Clemene, ſir, your miſtreſs, is amon * 
| | 9 


Clemene too ſhall thank you——ſhe is 6161 8 
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Gon Wethrow ourſelves away, in the atempt 00 rel. 
cue em. 

Oro. A lover cannot fall more glorious, | 
Than ip the cauſe of love, He, that n. | 
His miſtreſs's favour, wo'nt ſtay behind; 1 


I'll lead you on, be bold, and follow me. 


[Orconko, at the bead of ibe planters, falls won tbe 
Indians with a great jhout, and Pens” em = of. 
Enter Tmoinda. © 
Ins. I'm toſt about by my tempeſtuous fate, 120 
And no where muſt have teſt: Indians, or Eogliſh! 


Whoever has me, I am ſtill a flave. * +. 


-_ 


No matter whoſe I am, ſince I'm no more 
My royal maſter's ; fince I'm his no more. 
O I was happy! nay, I will be happy, 
In the dear thought that I am Rill his wiſe, 
Tho' far divided from him. | 
[Drawns off to a corner of the Kefer 
Enter the Governor with Oroonoko, Blandford, Kae, 
and the Planters. 
Gov, Thou glorious man! thou ſomething greatenſure 
Than Cæſar ever was! that ſingle am 
Has 4 frag as all: accept our general thanks. 
| [Al bow to Orcenoke, 
And what can we do more to recompenſe 
Such noble ſervices, you ſhall command. 


Look up, and bleſs your brave deliverer. 
[Brings Clemene forward, looking aw 6 on * grounds, 
Oro. Bleſs me indeed! 

Blan. You ſtart! : 75 e Hi 
Ore. O all ye gods, $ 
Who govern this great world, ad bripg Hons. 

Things ſtrange and unexpected j can it be 
Gov, What is't you ſtare at ſo ? | 

Oro. Anſwer me ſome of you, you who have prot 

And have your ſenſes free: or are you all br $4 

Struck thro' with wonder too? [Looking fide 2 45 on ber. 5 
Blan, What would you know ? a 
Oro. My ſoul ſteals from my body thro' my eyes 3 ** 


" * 


All that is left of life ll g.ze away, 


And die upon the pleaſure. 
Gow, This is firange! _ 
Oro. If you but mock me with. hay i image here: 
If 4 not e I | 


[$4 
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Ib. looks vpon bin, @nd falls into @ fvoon ; be Fung to ber. 
Ha ! ſhe faints ! | 
Nay, then it muſt be ſhe: it is Imoinda : | 
My heart confeſſes her, and leaps for joy, | 
To welcome her to het own empire dere... 
_ {{moinda coming to 43. 6 
Ins. My Oroonoko ! Oh! 1 can't believe 
What any man can lay. Bot af Lam '\. 
To be deceiv'd, there's ſomething in that name, 
That voice, that face—— [Staring on him, 
O ! if Il know myſelf, I cannot be miſtaken. 
LITE [ns 4 Ae moos, 
Oro. Never here: 


You cannot be miſtaken : I am your” * 
Your Oroonoko, all that you would haves; 
Your tender loving huſband. | 
Luo. All indeed \ | . 
That I would have: my huſband ! then I am 
Alive, and waking to the joys I feel : 
hey were ſo great, I could not think ? em true 
But I believe all that you ſay to me: 
For truth itſelf and everlaBing love 
Grows in this breaſt, and pleaſure in theſe arms. 
Oro. Take, take me all ; enquire into my heart, 
(You know the way to evry ſecret there) 
My heart, the ſaered treaſury of love : 
And +f, in abſence, I have miſemploy'd 
A mite from the rich fore ; if I have ſpent 
A wiſh, a Ggb, but what I ſent- to you; 
. _ May I be curs'd to wiſh, and ugh in vain, 
And you not pity me. 
Imo. O!] I believe, 
And know you by myſelf. If theſe ſad eyes, 
Since laſt we parted, have bebeld the face 
Of any comfort, or once wiſh'd to ſee 
The light of any other Heav'n but you, 
May I be ſtruck this moment blind, and loſe 
Your bleſſed fight, never to find you more. | *þ 
Oro. Imoinda! O! this ſeparation | | 
Has made you dearer, if it can be ſo, ay 1 
T ban you ever were to me, You appear 
Like a kind ſtar to my benighted ſteps, - 50 
To guide me on my way to happineſs 
T cannot miſs it now. Governor, friend, 
Lou think me mad: but let me bleſs you all, 1 
N XY 2 | E 5 0, 
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Who, any ways, have been the 16 dr aatlevits - , 
Of finding her again. 1moiada's found! ** 
And every thing that I would have in her. ; 
{ Embracing hor in the moft pry” OR fondue, 
San. Where's your miſtreſs now, Governor ? 
Gov. Why, where moſt men's miſtrefles are forced to 
' be ſometimes, 
With her huſband, it ſeems 1 dot T won't loſe her ſo. [Adr 
Stan. He has fought luſlily ſor. her, and deferves her, 
. PII fay that for him. 
bla, «=» Hay congratulate your happineſs : I do moſt 
eartily, 
Gov. And all of us; but how it comes to 3 
Ino. How, how, ſhall I receive you; how be wur 
Of ſuch endearments, all this tenderbeſs ); 
Theſe are the tranſports of Prosper: „ 
When fortune fmiles upon us. $64 aa bak. 
Oro. Let the fools, ä „ 
Who follow Fortune, live vpon her files + rg in 
All our proſperity is plac'd in love, A 
We have enough of that to make us TOY 
This little ſpot of earth, you ffand upon. 
Is more to me than the extended plains 1 ; 
Of my great father's kingdom: Here cg N 
In full delights, in joys to powr unknown © 
Your love my em 3 and your by heart my throne. [Eb 


Ee a Habana the. 


9 3 — — —_— "x" 


A Gr rin 1 - 4h. 
Ae; Aboan, æpith ſeveral flaves, and 8 


N 


Hot. HAT! to be flaves to cowards! Slaves to 


892 rogues} who can't de fend themſelves ! | - 
Abo. Who is this fellow ? he talks as if he were acy 
a ng with our deſign : is he one of us? 7 


Alt to his con gang. 8 


| Slav. Not yet: bat he will be glad to make us; 4 
believe. 2 

Abo. He makes a mighty eite, 

Hot. Go, ſneak in corners, whiſper ont your b 
For fear your maſters hear you: eringe an roucly*” 
Under the bloody whip, like beaten cars, 


That hck their wounds, and know no other eure, 

All, wretches all! you feel their cruelty, 

As much as I can feel, but dare not groan. j 

For my part, while I have a life and ——_—  ; . 

1 curſe the authors of "wy llovery. - 
C3 Abe; 


> — +.» 
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Abo. Have you been long a ſlave ? | 
Hot. Yes, many years, | 
Abo, And do you only curſe ? ' 
Hot. Cuiſe f only curſe! I cannot conjure, _ 
' To raiſe the ſpirits up of other men; 
I am but one. O! for a ſoul of fire, 
To warm and animate our common cauſe, 
And make a body of us, then I would 
do ſomething more than curſe. i | 

Abo. That body ſet on foot, you would be one, 

A limb, to lend it motion. 

Hot. I would be 

The heart of it; the head, the hand, ind bent! 
Would I could fee the day. 8} 

Ao. You will do all yourſelf, 

Hot. I would do more N 
Than I ſhall ſpeak, but I may find atime— 
Abo. The time may come to you; be ready for't. 
Methinks he talks too much; I'll know him more, 
Before I truſt him farther. _ | [ 4Hfide, 

Slay. If he dates - | 
Half what he ſays, he'll be of afo to us. 
Enter Blandford. 
| Blan. If there be ang one among you here 
That did belong to Oroonoko, ſpeak, 
I-come to him. | | 
Abo. 1 did belong to him; Aboan my Same: 
Blan. You are the man I want; pray come with me. 
nn. 
Ester Oe and Imoinda. 
Ore. I not blame my father for his love: 
(Tho' it had been enough to ruin me) 
But, when I think on his barbarity, a 
That could expoſe you to ſo many wrongs ; 
Driviog you out to wretched flavery, 
Only for being mine; then I confeſs 
I wiſh I could forget the name of ſon, - 
That I might curſe the tyrant, 

Ino. I will bleſs him, 

For I have found vou here: Heav'n only knows 
What is reſerv'd for us: but, if we gueſs 

The future by the paſt, our fortune muſt 

Be wonderful, above the common ſize - 

Of good or ill; it muſt be in extremes: 
Extremely happy, or extremely wretched, 
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c.. Tis i in our po r to make it happy now. 


Imo. But not to keep it ſo. > Uh 
Enter Blandford and bean. Ties 
7- Blan. My royal lord! - . 
I have a preſent for you. 
Oro, Aboan ! FW. 


Abo. Your loweſt flave,. 
Oro. My try'd.and valu'd friend! 
This worthy man always prevents my wants; 
I only wiſh'd, and he has brought thee to me. 
Thou art ſurpriz'd : carry thy duty there: 
[ Aboan goes to Imoinda, and falls at bs fer 
While ] acknowledge mine, how ſhall I thank you ? '\ 
Blan. Believe me honeſt to your intereſt, 
And I am more than paid. I have ſecur'd - - Toe, 
That all your followers ſhall be gently us d. 


Shall wait upon oy perſon, while yo ſtay 
Among us, 


Oro. I owe every thivg to you, 
_ Blan. You muſt not think you are in luer. 
Oro. I do not find I am. A345 
Blan. Kind Heav'n has miraculogſly ſent + 
Thoſe comforts, that may teach you to expect 
Its farther care, in your deliverance. _ 
Oro. I ſometimes think myſelf, Hear! u is coe 
Fot my deliverance. 
Blau. It will be ſoon ; 
You may expect it. Pray, in the mean time, 
Appear as chearful as you can among us. 
Vou have ſome enemies, that repteſeot 
Vou dangerous, and would be glad to find 5 
A reaſon, in your diſcontent, to fe: 
They watch your looks. But there are honeſt men, 
Who are your friends : you are ſecur'd in them. 
Oro. FE thank you for your cauiion. | 
* by Blan. I will leave you: | * 
And be aſſur'd, I wiſh your liberty, | [Exits 
Abo, He ſpeaks you very fair, | Ty 
Oro. He means me fair. 
Abo. It he ſhould not, my lord? 
Oro. If he ſhould not? 
I'll not ſuſpect his truth: but, if I dic, 
What ſhall I gee by doubting ? 
Abo. You fecure | | 
** Not to > be n . but, befides, Fi 


. 7 2 . There's 


. 
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There's this advantage in ſuſpecting him: 
When you put off the hopes of other men, 


You will rely upon you god- like ſelf: 
And then you may be ſure of liberty. 


Oro. Be ſure of liberty ] what doſt thou mean " of 


Dong to rely upon myſelf? 
I think I may ſure on't ; we muſt wait: 


*Tis worth alittle patience. [T urning to Imoinda. 


Abo. O my lord! | 
Oro. What doſt thou drive at? f 
Abo. Sir, another time | 

You woald have found it ſooner: but 1 ſee 


Oro. And can'ſt thou blame me? 
Abo. Sir, I muſt not blame yon. | 
But, as our fortune ſtands, there is a tos 
(Vour pardon, royal miſtreſs, I muſt ſpesk) 
That would become you better than your love: 
A brarereſeatment : which, ioipir rd by you, 
Might kindle and diffuſe a gen'rous rage 
Among the ſlaves, to rouſe and ae our chains, 
And itruggleto be free. 
Oro. How can we help ourſelves? ' 


| A Abo." I knew you when you would have founch nway.. 
How help wait 


es! the very Indians teach us: 

We nced but to attempt our liberty, 

And we carry it. We have bands ſufficient, 

Double the number of our maſter's force, 

Ready to be employ'd. We want but you, 

To head our enter prize, and bid us ſtrike. 
Oro. What would you do? | 


Love has your heart, and takes up all your thoughts. | 


Abo, Cut eur oppreſſors throats. {murder. 
Oro. And you would have me join in your defign of 


Abo. It deſerves a better name: 
But, be it what it will, tis juſtify'd 
By ſelf-defence, and natural liberty. 
"Dio. Pl hear no more on't. 
Abo. I am forry for' t. 
Oro. Nor mall you think of it! 
Abo. Net think of it! 4 
Oro. No, I command you not. 
Abo. Remember, fir, 
You are a ſlave yourſelf, and to bed 
Is now another's right. Not think af it ! 
Bikes the firſt moment they put on wy chaine, 


I've 


Abe. The innocent“ 
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Pee thought of nothing bat the weighe of 'em, 4 

And how to throw em off. Can your's fit eaſy of 
Oro. I have a ſenſe of my condition, 

At pain ful, and as quick, as your's can be. 

I feel for my Imoinda and myſelf; 

Imoinda, much the tendereſt part of me. 

But tho? I languiſh for my liberty, 

I would not buy it at the Chriſtian priee 


0 
* „ 
* i» a * 
; . 


Of black ingratitude: they ſha'not ſay, a wh 


That we defery*d our fortune by: a our crimes, 
Murder the innocent 


Oro. Theſe men are fo, eh would riſe __ 
Tf we are flaves, they did not make us flaves 1 | 
But bought us in an honeſt way of trade: | 
As we have done before em, bought and fold -- M 
Many a wretch, and never thought it wrongs 
I do not tamely ſay, that we ſhould bear 
All they could lay upon us: but we ud 
The load ſo light, ſo little to be felt, | 
(Conſidering they have us in their pow'r, 1 IS 


Aud may inflict what grievances _ py.” 


We ought not to complain. 
Ado. My royal lord! | 
You do not know the heavy orievances, þ | 
The toils, the labours, weary drudgeries, Ge, 
Which they impoſe ;; burdens more fi: for 6 2 
For ſenſeleſs beaſts to bear, than thinking men. box . 
Then if you ſaw the bloody cruelties p 3 OT ONS 


They execute on every flight offence ; 


Nay, ſometimes in their proud, exulting ſport, > 
How worſe than dogs they laſh their 1 " £4,088 
Your heart would bleed for em. Oh could you know 
How many wretches lift their dans and eyes | | 
To you for their relief! 

Ore. I pity em, 
And wiſh ' could with 1 more. 

Abe. You muſt do more, and may, with honelly. 
O royal fir, remember who you are, 
A prince, born for the good of other men 
Whoſe god. like office is to draw the ſword . 1 
Againſt oppreſſion, and ſet free mankinadd. — 
And this. I'm ſure you think oppreſſion now. 
What tho? you have not felt theſe miſeri | 
_ believe you are oblig'd to them : | | mo 
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They have their ſelfiſh reaſons, may be, noc, 
For uſing of you well: but there will come 
A time, when you muſt have your ſhare of m. 
Oro. You ſee how little cauſe I have to think ſo: 
Favour'd in my own perſon, in my friends; 
Iodul'd in all that can concern my care, S 
In my Imoinda's ſoft ſociet. [Embracing ber. 
| Abo. And therefore would you lie contented down 
In the forgetfulnefs, and arms of love, 
To get youvrg princes for em. 1 
Oro. Say'ſt thou! ha ! n 
Abo. Princes, the heirs of empire, and the laſt 
Of your illuſtrious hneage, to be born | 
To pamper up their pride, and be their ſlaves? 
Oro. Imoinds | fave me, ſave me from that thought. 
Shall the dear babe, the eldeſt of my hopes, | 
Whom I begot a prince, be born a ſlave ? 
The treaſure of this temple was defign'd | 
T' enrich a kingdom's fortune: ſhall it here 
Be ſeiz'd upon by vile unhallow'd hands, 
To be employ'd in uſes moſt profane? 
Abo. In moſt unworthy uſes; think of that; 
And, while you may, prevent it. | | 
I know you are perſuaded to believe 
The governor's arrival-will prevent 
Theſe miſchicfs, and beſtow your liberty: 
Bot who is ſure of that f I rather fear 
More miſchiefs from his coming. He is young, 
Luxurious, paſſionate, and amorouss 
Such a complexion, and made bold by pow'r, . - 
To countenance all he is prove to do, } | 
Will know no bounds, no law againſt his Iuſte. 
If, in a fit of his intemperance, | $5. 
With a ſtropg hand he ſhall refolve to ſeize, 
And fotce my royal miſtreſs from your arms, 
How can you belp yourſelf ? N 
330 He! thou haſt rous'd > 
The lion in his den, he ſtalks abroad, 
And the wide foreſt trembles at is roar. 
I find the danger now. My ſpirits ſtart 
At the alarm, and from all quarters come 
To man my heart, the citadel of love. 
Is there a pow'r on earth to force you from me? 
And ſhall I not reſiſt it?” 1.7 | 


Oh! you were burn always to conquer me. | 


* 


Now 
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Now I am faſhion'd to thy purpoſe :. ſpeak, | 
What comb:nation, what conſpiracy, 

Would'ſt thou engage me in ? Ill ndake 

All thou would have me now for liberty, 

For the great cauſe of love and liberty. 

Abo, Now, my great maſter, you 1 yourſelf;: | 
And, fince we have you join'& in our elign, 

It cannot fail us. I have muſter'd up | 
The choiceſt flaves, mea whe are ſen{ible 

Of their condition, and ſeem moſt reſoly'd: - 
They have their ſeveral parties. 
Oro, Summon *em, 

Aſſemble em: I will come forth and ſhew 
Myſelf among 'em: if they are reſoly'd, 
Tl lead their foremoſt reſolutions, . 5 of 

Abo. I have provided thoſe will follow you. 

Oro. With this reſerve in our proceedings ſtill, 

The means that led us to our libertx 4 
Muſt not be bloody. | 

[ Exeunt Oro. and Imo. at one deor, Aboan at another. 

Welldon coming in before Mrs. Luckitt. 

Mia. Theſe unmannerly Indians were ſomething un- 
reaſonable to diſturb us juſt iv, the nick, Mr. Welldon: 
but 1 have the parſon within call füll, to do us the go 
turn. 
ell. we had beſt ſtay a little 1 think, to ſee things 
ſettled again, had not we marriage is 2 ſerious thing 
7 know. 

id. What do you talk of a ſerious thing, Mr. well. 
don ? I think you have found me ſufficiently ſerious; 1 
have married my ſon to your ſiſter, to pleaſure you: and 
row I come to claim your promiſe, 2 to. me, you tell me 
marriage is @ ſerious thing. | 
Mell. Why, is is not? 55 | 
Vid. Fiddle, faddle, I know what it is: 'tis not hd 
firtt time I have been marry'd, I hope : but I ſhall begin 
to think you don't deſign io do fairly me, ſo | ſhall. 

Well, Why indeed, Mrs. Lackitt, I'm afraid 1 cant 
do ſo fairly as I would by you. Tis what you muſt know 
firſt or laſt ; and I ſhould be the worſt man in the world 
to cohceal it any longer ; therefore I muſt own to.you 
that I am married already. 

Mid. Married ? you don't fa lo, I hope! bow have 
Jou the conſcience to tell me ſuch a thing to my face. 
Have you abus'd me then, fool'd and cheated m6? mhat 
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do you take me for, Mr. Welldon ? Do you think I am 
to be ſerv'd at this rate ? but you ſhan't find me the ſilly 
creature you think me: T would have you to know, | 
underſtand better things, than to ruin my ſon without a 
valuable conſideration. If I can't have you, I can keep 


my money. .Your fiſter ſhan't have the catch of him ibe 
expected: I won't part with a ſhiliing to em. 


Fell. You made the match yourlelf, os knew, you 
- £an't blame me. | 
Wid. Ves, yes, I can, and do blame you: you might 

have told me before, you were marry'd. 


Well. 1 would not have told you nom; hav you fol- 
low d me fo cloſe, I was forc'd to it: indeed I am mar- 
ry'd in England; but *tis as if I were not; for 1 have 
been parted from my wife a great while; and, to do rea- 
ſon on both fides, we hate one another heartily. / Now 1 
did deſign, and will marry you Rill, if you'll have a little 
patience. 


"ig. A likely buſineſs truly. 


I have a friend in England that 3 will write to, 


. Fed poifon my wife, and then I can wmarry you with a 
d conſcience; if you love me, as you: my you do, 
PER conſent to that, I'm ſure. . 
Wid. And will he do it, do you think 2 [to be, 
Well. At the firſt word, or he is not the man 1 take him 
Mig. Well, you are a deer devil, Mr. Welldon: and 
would you poiſon your wife for me? 
Mell. 1 would do any thing for you. 
#4. Well, I am mightily obliged to you. But 't il 
be a great while before you can have an anſwer of your 
lerter. 
- © "Well. Twill be a great while indeed. 
Mid. In the mean time, Mr. Welldon 
Will. Why in the mean tine Here's company : 
We'll ſettle that within ; III follow you. Exit Mid. 
8 Enter Stanmore. 
Sas. 80, fir, you carry on your buſueſs forimmingly k 
you have ftolen 4 wedding, I hear. | 
ell Ay, my ſiſter is marry'd ; and, I am 1 near 
ing run away with myſelf, 
Stan. Phe widow will have you then, 
Well. You come very n to my eee; 2 Jack 
Stav more is to be had, I hope. 
Stan. At half an hour's warning. 
Well. I muſt adviſe with yu. rs, 


aac co ry 
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ACT IV. Enter N. elldon, and Widow Lackitt, 
Well. OW, Mrs. Lackitt. 

id. Well, well, Lackitt, or what you will 
now; now I am marry'd to you: I am very well pleas d | 
with what I bave done, I afſure you. > 
Voll. And with what I have done too, I hope: 

Wid. Ah! Mr. Welldon ! Iſay nothing, but you're 2 
dear man, and I did not think it had been in you. | 
Wil, I have more in me than you imagine, 
Vid. No no, you can't have more than II imagine, 
Tis impoſſible o have more: you have enough for any 
woman, in an honeſt way, that I will ſay for you. Mr. 
Welldon, what muſtI call you? I muſt have ſome pretty 
fond name or other for you. What ſhall I call you. 
all. I thought you lik'd my own name, = 
Mid. Yes, yes, I like it, but I mult have a nick-name 
for you: moſt women have nick-names for their huſbands. 
Well Cuckold. N 
| Wid, No, no, but 'tis very pretty before company. ;it 
looks negligent, and is the faſhion, you know, _ 

mall. To be negligent of their huſbands, it is; indeed. 

Vid. Nay theo, I won't be in the faſhion ; for I can 
never be negligent of dear Mr. Welldon: and to convince 
you, hete's ſomething & encourage you not to be negli- 
gent of me, [Gives him a purſe and à little caſtets.] five 
hundred pounds in gold in this; and jewels to the value 
of five hundred pounds more in this, ell. opens the e 

Mell. Ay, marry, this will encourage me indeed. : 

Mid. There are comforts in marrying an elderly wo- 
man, Mr. Welldon. Now a young woman would have 
faucy'd ſhe had paid you with ber perſon, or had doae you 
the favour. 

Fell. What do you talk of young women: you are as - 
young. as any of 'em, in N thing but their folly. nag 
ignorance. 

Mid. Aud do you think me ſh? but ! have reaſon to 
ſuſpect you. Was not I ſeen at your houſe ny morning, 
do __ think ? | 

Will You may venture a0 you'll come at night 1 
ſuppoſe. 

Aid. O dear ! at. night ! ſo foon ? 25 

Neil. Nay, if vou think it ſo faon. ©» - 

len O! no, tis not for that, Mr. Welldon, but 

Fell. You won't come then? | 

Vi. Won't! I don't ſay I won't : that is not aw 

fora wife: it you command 1 4—.— | Well, 


% 
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Well. To pleaſe yourſelf. 
Mid. I will come to pleaſe you. 
l. To pleaſe yourſelf, own it. 1 
Mid. Well, well, to pleaſe myſelf then. Youre the 
ſtrangeſt man in the world, nothing can "ſcape you; you'll 


55 .00 the bottom of ev'ry thing. 


Enter Daniel, Lucia fellowing. 


Dan. What would you have! ? what do you follow n me 
for? 


Lac. Why mayn't I follow you? I muſt follow you 


now all the world over. 

Dax. Hold you, bold you there: not fo far by a mile 
or two; I have enough of your company already, by'r 
-lady, and eee, to ſpare: you may go home to your 
brother, an you will; I have no farther to do with you. 
Vid. Why, Dani-l, child, thou art not out of thy 
wits, ſure, art thou? 

Dan. Nay, marry, I don't know; but Iam very near, 
I believe: I am alter'd for the worſe mightily ſince you 
Jaw me; and ſhe has been the cauſe of i it there. 

Mid. How fo, child? | 
Da. I told you before what would come on't of put- 
oo? me to bed to a ſtrange woman; but you would not 
id NAY, 

Vid. She is your wife now; child, you muſt love her. 

Dan. Why, ſo I did, at firſt. 

Wid. But you mvuſi Jove her always, 

Dan. Always! Liov'd her as long as I could, mother, 


and as long AS weng wos good, I believe; for I find 


now I don't care a hg for her. 
Luc. Why, op lubberly, flovenly, miſbegotten block- 
bead 
A, ape" Nay, miſtreſs Lucy. ſay any thing elſe, 8 ſpare 
: but, as to his begetting, that touches me, he is as 
honeltly N e tho” I ſay i, that he is the worfe again, 
Tuc. I ſee all nature is thrown away upon you 
Vid. It was * with his father before him: be takes 
after bim. Itony. 
Luc. And therdfore 1 will uſe you as you deſerve, you 
 Wid. Indeed he deſerves bad enough ; but don't call 
him out of his name; his name is Daniel, ou know. 
Dax. She may call me bermaphrodite if ſhe will; for 
I hardly know whether I'm a boy or girl. 
. WI. In leiage you i into better manners, you boaby. 
EA _ Huy 171 off, and exit. 
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il. vou have conſummated our projet n him. 


Lac. Nay, if I have a limb of the fortune, I care nat : 


who has the whole body of the fool. 


I. That you ſhall, and a large one I promiſe: you. 
Luc. Have you heard the news ? Ty talk 1 an 
Eog liſh ſhip in the river. | 


2 I have heard on't; and am preparing to receive 
it, as faſt as I can. 

Luc. There's ſomethiog the matter tos with the ſaves, 
ſome diſturbance or other, I don't know what tis. 

Well. So much the better till ; we 6h in troubled. 
waters; we ſhall have fewer eyes upon us. Pray go you 
home, and be ready to aſſiſt me in your part of the deſign. 


Tae. I can*t fail in mine. { Exit. 


Well. The widow has furnith'd me, I thank her, to 
cairy it on. Now I have got a wife, tis high time © 
think of getting a huſband, | carry my fortune about 
me, a thouſand pounds in gold and jewels. Let me fre 
't ill be a conſiderable truſt : and, I __ l ſhall ay 
it out to advantage. 

Eater Stanmore, - 
Stan, So Welldon, Jack has told me bis ſucceſs ; and 


his hopes of marrying the widow by your-means. 
Well. 1 have ſtrain'd 


count, to be ſerviceable to your family. 
Stan. I take it upon my account ; and am very much 
obliged to you. But we ate all in an uproar. ' 
Mell. So they ſay, what's the matter? y 
Stau. A mutiny among the ſlaves : Oroonoko is atithe 
' head of *em. Our governor is gone out with his raſcally 
militia againſt em. What it may come to nobody knows, 
Well. For my part, I ſhall do as well as the reſt ; but 


Var concerned for my ſiſter and couſin, whom 1 expe? in 
the ſhip from England. 


Stan. There's no danger of m. 

Hell. I have a thoufand pounds here, in gold and jew- 
els, for my-coulin's uſe, that I would more particulatly 
rake care of: tis tov great a ſum to venture at home; 
and I would not bave her wrong'd of it: therefore, to 
ſecure it, I thiok my beſt way will be to put it into your 
own keeping. 

Stan. You have a very good opinion of m honeſty. 

[ Takes the 21 and caſket. 

Well, 1 have, indeed ; ; if any thing ſhould happen to 
we, in this buſtle, 7 e is ſecure of accidents, I 


x know 


! 


a point, Stanmore, upon your Ac- . 
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know you will take my couſin into your protection and 
care ; and pray ſee her married as ſoon as you can. 

$:an. If ſhe be as handſome as her picture, Lean pro- 
miſe her a huſband, 

Well. If y uke her, when you Go her, I wiſh nothing 
ſo much as to have you marry her yourſelf, I. always 


thought you ou worth making a friend. 
ou 


Stan. ſhan't find your good opinion FEAR away 


upon me: I am in your debt, and ſhall think fo as long 


as I live. [Exeunt, 

SCENE 2#he country. 

Enter on one fide of ib flage Oroonoko, Poems with the 
Slaves. Imoinda with a bow and quiver ; the women, ſome 
leading, others carrying their children upon their backs. 
Oro. The women, with their children, fall behind. 


Imoinda you muſt nut expoſe yourſelf : 


Retire, my love: I almolt fer for you. 


imo. I fear no danger ; life, or death, I will 
Enjoy with you. 

Oro. My perſon is your guard. 

Abo. If you had not prevented my cutting his throat, 


that coward there had not diſcovered us, he comes now to | 


upbraid you 


a Enter ox the other fide the 8 talking to Hotman, JET 


His rabble. 
ow This is the very thing I would have wiſh'd. 
Your honeſt ſervice to the government (To Hotman. 
Shall be rewarded with your liberty. 
Abs. His honeſt ſervice ! call it what it is, 
His villainy, the ſervice of his fear: | 
If he pretends to hon: ſt ſervices, 
Let him ſtand out, and meer me, like a man. . [ Advancing, 
Oro. Hold, you: and you who come againſt us, hold; 
I charge you in a general good to all. 
And wiſh I could comm nd you, to prevent . 
The bloody havock of the mur@ring ſword, 
I would not urge defiruQion uncompell'd: 
Bur, if you follow fate, you find it here. 
"he bounds are ſet, the limits of our lives : 
Between us lies the gaping gulph of death, 
To ſwallow all: who firſt advances 
Enter tbe Captain, with his crew. 
Capi. Here, here, here they are, goveraer ; 


Come, 


reren LD SOT 


o 2 
Come, boys, fall ou | 


 [ Advancing fir 75 * kill: bim. 
Ore. Thou art fall'n indeed; 
Thy own blood be upon thee. 
Gov. Reſt it there. - 
He did deferve his death. N be body renew 


You ſee, fir, you and thoſe miſtaken men 
Muſt be our witneſſes, we do not come 
As enemies, and thirſting for yuur blood. 
If we defir'd your ruin, the reven | 
Of our companion's death had bold it on. 
But that we overlook, in a regard 
To common ſafety, and the public | 
Oro. Regard that public good : pou off your men, 
And leave us to our fortune: we're reſolv'd; 
Gov. Reſolv'd ! on what ? your reſolutions 
Are broken, vy:rturn'd, prevented, loſt: 
Famine muſt eat yau up, if you go on, 
You ſee our numbers could with eaſe compel 
What we requeſt ; and what do we requeſt? 
Only to ſave yourſelves, 
[The women with their children gather about the men. 
Oro. I'll hear no more. 
Gov. To theſe poor wretches, whio have been n 
And led away, to all, nd ev'ry 5 
We offer a full pardon 
Oro. Then fall on. 2 Preparing to engage. 
Gov, Lay hold upon ty before? it { i lay N i 
Pardon and mercy, | 
[The evomen clinging about he fuer, they leave Oroonoko, and 
fall upon their faces, crying out for pardon. . 
Slaves. Pardon, mercy, pardon. | 
Oro. Let them go all, Now, governor, I os, x 
I own def lly cf my enterpriſe, a 
The raſhneſs of this action, and muſt bluſh, 
Quite through this vale of night, a whitely Name, 
To think I could deſi gu to make thoſe free. 
Who were by nature ſlaves; wretches deſign'd 
To be their maſters dogs, and lick their feet. 
I would not live on the lame eerth with Creatures, 
That only have the faces of their kind: X 
Why ſhould they took like men, who are uot ſo ? 
When they put off their noble natures, for 
The grow ling qualities of down-caſt beaſts, 
We were too-few before ou victory. | 


Were 
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We're flill enow to die. [J Tmidida and Abean, 
Enter Re. aw 5 


What t terme you cæn 3 for you and yours. 
Oro. Conſent to yield ! ſhall I betray myſelf 7 
Blan. I'm glad you have proceeded by fair means. 

{To ths 1 

I came to be a mediator. 

Gov. Try what you can work 2500 him. 
Oro. Are you come againfl me too ? 
Blau. Is this come againſt yeu? 
[Offering his favord to Orcentko, 

Unarm'd to put myſelf into your hands 5 | 

J come, I hope, to ferve you. 

Oro. You bave ſetv'd me; 

I thank you for't: and |1 am pleas'd to think 

You were my friend, while I had need of one; 

But now 'tis paſt ; this farewel, and be gone, 

[ Embraces him, 
Blen. It is not paſ}, and I muſt ſerve you Mill, | 
Orv. I know what 1 have done, and 1 * ſhoold ds... 

A child to think they ever can forgive: | + | 5 

Forgive] were there but that, I would not live 

To be forgiven : is there a pow'r on earth, 

That I can ever need forgiveneſs from ? . 

Blan. You ſha' nt need it. 
Oro, No, I wo'not need it. 
Blas. You fee be offers you your own conditions, 

For you and yours. 

Oro. Muſt I capitulate ? 

Pre cariouſly compound, on Rinted terms, 

To ſave my life? 

Blan. Sir, he impoſes none. 

You make 'em for your own ſecurity. 
Gov. H- will rely on what you ſay to bim: {Te en 

Offer him what you can, I will confirm 

' And make all good: be you my pledge of truſt.” 

Blau. Til anſwer with my life for all he ſays. 
Gov. Ay, do, and pay the for feit if you pleaſe, { Aje. 
Blan. Conſider, fir, can you expect to throw 

That blefing from you? you ſo hardly W 1027 Ino. 

And ſo much yalu'd once? 

Oro. Imoinda! Oh! 


- 


Tis 
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'"Fis ſhe that holds me on this argument | 
Of tedious life: E could refolve it ſoon, 
Were this curſt being only in debate. | 
But my Imoinda firugples id my ſoul: | — 
She makes a coward of me, I confeſs : 
I am afraid to part with her in death; | 
And more afraid of life to loſe her here. 5 
Blan, This way you. muſt loſe het, think upon 
The weakneſs of her ſex, made yet more weak. 
With her condition, requiring reſt, 8 "ore 
Aud ſoft indulging” eaſe, to nurſe your 1 | 
And make you a glad father: | | 
Oro. There I feet 
A father's fondneſs, and a huſband's 58 
They ſeize upon my heart, ſtrain all its ſtrings, 
To pull me to em from my fern reſobve, * Ic 
Huſband and father ! all the melting art | q 
Of eloquence lives in thoſe ſoft? ning names. 4 
Methinks L ſee the babe, with infant cel 1 vv"\6 
Pleading for life, and begging to be born: * 
Theſe are the calls of nature, hes call loud'; _ 
They will be heard, and conquer in their cauſe : 
He mult nat be a man, whe cin ret *tm. HE” 
No, my Lmothda | L will venture all f 
To ſave thee, and that little innocent: 
The world may be & bettet friend to him, een 
Than I have found it, Now I. ele myſelf: : 
[Gies up his fene. . 
The conflit's paſt, and we are in your hands, - 
[Several Men get about Oroanoko and e 
and ſeize them. 
Gow. So you ſhall find you are. Dae of them, 
As I command you. 
Blan. Good Heav'n forbid ! q you * — 
Gov. This is pot your concern. 
| [To Blandford, bs: TY io Oroonoba, 
I muſt take care of yo. Ie Imoinda. 
Imo. I'm at the end | 
Of all my care: here will I die with him. [ Holdiag Orv: 
poo You ſhall not force het from me. | He holds ber 


i 
1 


. ; Then I muſt {The force ber from . 
Try ond means, and conquer force by force- 
pb Break, cut off his hold, bring ber Away. 


Imo. I do not aſk to live, kill me but here. 
Oro. O bloody dogs! inhuman murderers!  - 


* # 
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[Imoinda forc'd out of one door by the Governr and: 
others. «OW oonoko * Aboan burried out of 


4 Bk another. 3 EA [Exeunt. 
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E vier Hanmore, Euciag and Gs. 
bar, FF I hould conſent to the fine things you can ſay 
* to me, how would you look at laſt, * em 
thrown away on an old acquaintance ?. 
Stan. An old acquaintance ! 
. Char. Lord, how eaſily are you men to be ĩmpos d up- 
en I aw no newcoufin newly arriv'd from England, not 
T; but the very Welldon you wot of. 
Stan. Welldon | 
= Char. Not murder'd,. nor. made aways as my aber 
= would have you believe ; but am in very good health, 
| your old friend in breeches that was, and now your bum- 
= die ſervant in peiticoats. 

Stan. I am glad we have you again But what ſervice 

Can you do me in petticoats gray ? 
_ Char. Can't you tell what ? 

Stan. Not I, by my troth : T have 8 my friend 
and loſt my miſtreſs, it ſeerm,. which I did not expect 
from your petticoats. 

Char. Come, _ you bare had a friend of your 
miſtreſs long enough; *iis high: time now to have a mi- 

_ treſs of your — 8 
Dan. What do you ſay? 
Char. I am a woman, fir. 
Stan. A woman! 
1 Cbar. As arrant a woman as you would have had: me 
bdut now, I aſſure you. 
91 Stan. And at my ſervice 2 
Cbar. If you have any for me in bettdesann 
Stan. Yes, yes, I ſhall find you employment. | 
' Char. I need not tell you, I made that little plot, and 
carry'd it only for this opportunity. I was reſolv d to 
to ſee whether you lik'd me as a woman, or not: if I had 
found you indifferent, I would have endeavour 4 to have 
been ſo too: but you ſay you like me, and there fore I 
have ventur'd to diſcover the truth. 
Stan. Like you { I like you ſo well, that I am afraid 
'qF you won't thiak marriage a. proof on't: ſhall I give you 
ms any other? 
9 Char. _ * I'm iaclia'd to believe you, and: that 


* 


ſhall | 


my, St Hes 


1 


— 


ſhall convince me. At more 3 TI dae you 5 


Lcame to be in maws cloaths, for no ill, 4 allure you, 


to I have happened to play the rogue in em. 


Enter Tack Stanmore. 

Stan. So, Jack, what news with vou? 
J. Stan. I am. the forepart of the widow you. know # 
ſhe's coming after with the body of the family, the young 
ſquire in her hand, my ſon-in-law. that is to be, with the 
help of Mr. Welldon. _ 

Char. Say you fo, ſir ? {Clapyin Jarl won. the back. 

Enter Widow Lackitt with * Jon Daniel, - * 

id. So, Mrs. Lucy, | bave brought him about again, 
F have chaſtis d him, L have made him 28 ſupple as a 
glove for your wearing, to pull on or throw off, at your 

leaſure. Will you ever rebel again ? will you,  firrah ? 
= come, come, down on your marrow-bones and aſk. her 
ae tam [Daniel kneels.]; Say: after me, Pray n 
wife ' 

Dan. Pray forſooth wife. e N 

Luc. Well, well, this is the day of -nature,. and 
ſa I take you into favour: but ern take the oath of alle- 
giance. [ He 247 ber hand and riſes.] It ever you do ſo 
again 

E N ay, marry If do, L ſhall have the worſt on? t. 

Luc. Here's a. Kran ger, forſocth,, would be glad to be 

known to pou, a ſiſter of wine, pray ſalute her. 
{Starts ar Charlottes. 

Wid. Your Gfter | ! Mrs. 1 what do you mean? 
this is your brother, Mr. Weldon. do you think L do 
not know Mr. Welldon ? 

Euc, Have a care what. you. ſay :this gentleman's about 
marrying her: you may ſpoil all. 

Wide biadlc,, faddle, what! you would por. a wick 
upon me. 

Char. No faith, widow, the trick is over, it bas tiketh 
ſufficient's, and now TI will teach y»w the trick, to . 
vert y ur being cheated another time. 

id. How ! cheated, Mr. Welldon! _- 


Char, Why, aye, you will always take things by 6 


wrong handle: I ſer you will have me Mr, Welldon : 
I grant you, I was M:. Welldon a little while to pleaſe 
you or fo; but Mr. Stan more here has perſuad:d me into 
a woman again. 
id. A woman ! pray let me ſpeak with you [ Draw- 
ing ber aſide.) 18 ale not in Set. I hope? a * r 
are 
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Char. Really a woman. 

Mid. Gade my life! 1 could not be cheated in every 
thing: I know a man from a woman at theſe years, or the 
deviſie i in't. Pray, did not you marry me ? 

Char. You would have it fo.. 

Mid. And did not I give you a thouſand pounds this 
morning ? . 

Char. Ves, indeed, is more thas 1 deferv'@ : but you 
had your penny - worth for your penny, F ſuppoſe : you 
ſeem id to be pleafed with Four bargain, 

Mid. A rare bargain l have made on't truly ! T have 
laid out my mony to a fine purpoſe upon a woman. 
 Chay. You would have Choſband, and 1 provided for 
you as well as | could. | 

Wid. Yes, yes, you have provided 15 me. you. 

Char. And you have paid me very well for't, I thank 

Mid. *Tis very well? I may be with child too, for 
aught I know, and may go look for the father. 

Char, Nay, if you think ſo, tis time to look about you 
indeed. For my part, Mrs. Lackitt, your thouſand 
pounds vil engage me not to laugh at you, Then my 
filter is married to your fon, he is to have balf your eſtate, 
I know, and indeed they may live upon it, very comfort- 
ab y to themſelves, and very ereditably to you. 

id. Nay I can blame nobody but myſelf. 

Char. You have enough for a huſband ſtill, and that 
You may beſtow gpon honeſt Jack Stanmore. | 

Wig. Is he the man then? 

Char. He is the man you are oblig'd to. 

J. Stan. Yes, faith, widow, I am the man: T have done 
fairly by you, you find, you know what you have to truſt 
to before- hard. 

Nie. Well, well. F ſee you will have me, ev'n marry 
me, and make an end of the buſineſs. | 

Stan. Why, that's well feid, now we are all agreed, and 
all well provided for. 

Enter a ger want to Stanmore. 

Serw. Sir, Mr. Blandford deſires you to come ro him, 
and bring as many of your friends as you can with you, 

Stan. I come to him. You ſhall go along with me. 
Come, young. - "04064 99099 e Ooh is. the fanden, you lee, 

you mult like it now. 

Don. If I don't, how hall I help myſelf? 

Luc. Nay, you may hang yourſelf i in the nooſe, if you 
IE but you'll never get out on 't with . 
| an. 
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Dan. Come then, let's een jog on ig the old road. 
Cuckold, or worſe, | muſt now be contented ; 
I'm not the firſt that marry'd and repented. [ Exeunt. 
SCENE H. Eater Govelnor, with Blandford _—_ 
| Planters. | 
- Blan. Have you no reverence of future fame? 
No awe upon your actions, from the tongues, 
| The cens'ring tongues of men, that will be frer? 
Enter the.Stanmotes, Charlotte, Lucy, Widow, and Daniel. 
So, Stanmore, you, I know, the women too | 
Will Join with me ; tis Orvonoko's | cauſe, 5 
A lover's cauſe, a wretched woman's cauſe, 
That will become your interceſſion. [Lobe women. 
1/ Plant, Never mind em, Governor ; ; he ought to be 
made an example for the good of the plantation. | 
24 Plant. Ay, ay, "twill frighten the negroes from ate 
tempting the like again. 
1/t Plant, What, riſe againſt their lords and maſters | 
at this rate no maa is ſafe from bis own ſlaves, 
24 Plant, No, no more he is. Theretore, one and all 
Governor, we declare for hanging. A. 
Omn. Plant. Ay, ay, hang bim, hang bim. . 
Vid. What! baog bim 2 O forbid it, Governor, 14 | 
Char. Luc. We all petition for him, | h % 
J. Stan. They ate for a holiday; guilty, or not, is not 2, 
the buſineſs, hanging is their ſport. - , 
Blan. We ars not ſure, ſo wretched, to have theſe, - fc 
The rabble, judge for us: the hanging croud, OS) 
The arbitrary guard of Fortune's power, Eb 
Who wait to catch the ſentence of her frowns, - 
And 1 all to ruin ſhe condemns. 


. F 


* 


Stan. So far from farther wrong, that dea ſhame. 
He ſhould be where he is. Good Governor, L 
Order his liberty : he yielded up ai 179-1 yok i 


Himſelf, his all, at your diſcretion» - . 
Blas. Diſcretion ! no, he yielded on your verd. 
And I am made the eaut'onery pledge. 


im, The gage and hoſtage of your Keepiog it. J 
ou. Remember, ſir, he yielded on pour ward ;.»- , - / 

ne. Your word! which honeft meu will think ſhould be b 
ee, The laſt reſort of truth, aud truſt on earth; : 


There's no appeal beyond it but to Hea sin, [Kaos 
Vid. Come, come, you'll ba as good as your word, we 
you Stan. He's out of W 3 now, f 
g. he were Apoſed eo. il ufo wed: enn 2 * 
b ar 


' Char. But he is not diſpoſed to it. 
Blan. To keep him, where he is, will make him ſoon 
Find out ſome deſperate way to liberty : 
He'll hang himfelf, or dafh out his mad brain, 
Char, Pray try him by gentle means: we'll all be ſu- 
reties for him, | | E 
Omn. All, all. . FE R400 : | 
Gov. Well, you will have it ſo, do what you pleaſe, 
juft whit you will with him, I give you leave, [ Exit, 
Blan. We thaik you, fir ; this way, pray come with 
me. 8 8 [LEaeunt. 
The SCENE drawn, fhews Oroconoto upon his back, bis 
legs and arms firetched out, aud chained to the ground, 
Enter Blandford, Stanmore, Sc. 
Blan. O miſerable fight! help every one, 
Aſſiſt me all to free him from his chains. 
[They help bim up and bring him forward, looking down, 
Moſt injur'd prince 1 how hall we clear ourſelves ? 
We cannot hope you will vouchſafe to hear, 
Or credit what we ſay in the defence 
And cauſe of our ſuſpected innocence. 
Stan. We are not guilty of your injuries, 
No way conſenting to 'em; but abhor, 
Abominate, and Toath this cruelty. 1 
Oro. If you would have me think you ate not all 
Confederates, all acceſſary to | 2 
The baſe injuſſice of your govervor; 
If you would have me live, as you appear 
Concern'd for me; if you would have me live 
To thank, and bleſs you, there is yet a way 
To tie me ever to your honeſt love: _ - - 
Bting my Imoinda to me; give me her, 
. Tocbarm my ſorrows, and, if poflible, 
I'll fit done with my wrongs, ever to riſe 
Againſt my fate, or think of vengeance more. 
Bla”. Be ſatis iy d, you may depend upon us, 
We'll bring ber ſafe to you and ſuddenly. 
_ Char, We will not leave you in fo good a work. 
Vi. No, no, we'h go with you. | * 
Blau. In the mean time FS 
Endeavour to forget, fif, aud forgive; 


5 


Oroconoko alone. 

Or Forget ſ forgive ? 1 mvſt indeed forget, 
When 1 forgive ; bat while I am ame, 1 
9 ln 


nene 


Aud hope a better fortune. + [Eacunb. 
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In fleſh, that bears the living marks of ſhame, 
The print of his d:ſhonourable chains, 
My memory ſtill rouling up my wrongs, 
I never can forgive this Governor, 
This villain ; the difgrace of truſt, and place, 
And juſt contempt of delegated power. 
What ſhall I do? if I . myſelf, 
I know him, he wiel ſneak behind his guard 
Of followers, and brave me in bis fears. 
Elfe, lion-like, with my devouring rage, 
1 would ruſh on him, faſten on his throat, 
Tear a wide paſſage to his treacherous heart, 
And that way lay him open to the world, [Pauſing. 
If I ſhould turn his Chriſtian arts on him 
Promiſe him, ſpeak him fair, flatter and creep 
With fawning ſteps, to get within his faith, 
I could betray bim then, as he has me. 
But am I ſure by that to right myſelf ? 
Lying's a certain mark of cowardice : 
And, when the tongue forgets its honeſty, 
. The heart and hand may drop their functions too, 
And nothing worthy be reſolv'd or done. 
Let me but find out 
An honeſt remedy, I have the hand, | | 
A miniſtring hand, that will apply it home. [ Exits 
SCENE, the Goperner s houſe. Enter Governor. 
Gov. I would not have her tell me, ſhe conſents ; 
In favour of the ſex's modeſty, 1 
That ſtill ſhould be preſum'd ; becauſe there is 
A greater impudence in owning it, 
Than in allowing all that we can do. 
For when a man has ſaid ; 
All that is fit, to ſave the decency, - 
The woman know the reſt 18 to be done. 


I «ill not diſappoint her. __ [Going, 
Enter Blandford, the Stanmores, Daniel, Mrs. Lackitt, 
Charlotte, and Lucy. 


id. O Governor! I'm glad we've lit upon you. 
Gav. Why ! what's the matter? | 
Char, Nay, nothing extraordinary. But one good x AC» . 
| tion drawns on other. You have given the prince bis 
inh. freedom: now we come a begging for his wife; . 
won't refuſe us. 
Gov. Refuſe you ! No, no, what bave 11 to refuſe 
vou 
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Mad. You won't refuſe to ſend her to him, ſhe meara, 
Gow. I ſend her to him! 

Mid. We have promis'd him to bring ber. 
Cow. You do very well; ris Kindl See of you : : 
Ev'd carry her to him; with all my Naar. _ 

Luc. You muſt tell us where ſhe is. 

Gov. I tell you? why, don't you know ? 

Blan. Your ſervant ſays ſhe's in the houſe. | 

Gow. No, no, I brought her home at fir t, indeed; but 
I thought it would batt ok well to keep her here ; 1 re- 
mov'd her in the hurry, only to take care of her, What! 
ſhe belonys to you: I have nothing to do with her. 

Char. Put where is ſhenow, fir? 
Gow Why, faith, I can't ſay certainly: you'll hear of 
her at Parbam- houſe, I ſuppoſe : there, or thereabonts : E 
I think I fent her there | | 
Blan, [ll have an eye on him. "[ Jfde. 
{Exennt all but "Y governor. Wi 
Gow. I have ly'd myſelf i into a little time, 
And muſt employ it: 
C62 out, he meets Inoinda, and ſeizes her. 
Are you come ? 
Fil court no longer for a happineſs 
That is in my own keeping : you ma 915 
Refuſe to grant, ſo I have power to ta 
The man that aſks de ſerves to be beny'd. 
[She diſengages one hand, and draws his fooord from his fads 
upon bim; Governor farts and retires ; Blandford enters 
behind Him. 
Ino. He does indeed, that afks axwbithily, 
Blan. You hear her, f r, that aſks unworthily. 
G-. You are no judge. 
lan. I am of my own flave. 
Gow. Be gone, and leave us. 
Blau. When you let her go. - 
Gow. To faſten upon you. e . 
Blan, I muſt defend Nen. Y 
Imo. Help, murder, help! 8 97 Be 
[ Imoinda retreats tow 'ards the door, favour? d by Blandford, * 
da uben they are cloy'd, e throws down the ſword, and runs T 
out. Governor takes up vis word, they fight, cloſe, and W 
fall, B laridford upon him, Servants enter, and part em. W 
Gov. She ſha' not ſcape me ſo. I've gone too far TI 
Not to go farther. Curſe on my delay: 
But yet ſhe is, and ſhall be in my power, 


"DI Ry — 2 3 


2 


11182 


2 .OROONOESO, 49 

Blan. Nay, then it is the war of honeſly; ; | 

I know you, and will ſave you from yourſelf. . 

Gov. All come along with me. [ Extunt, 

| SCENE the lat. Enter Oroonoko, 

Oro, To honour bound! and yet a ſlave to love? 

I am diſtracted by their rival powers, 

And both will be obey'd. O great revenge! 

Thou raiſer and reſtorer of fall'n fame! 

Let me not be unworthy of thy aid, | 

For ſtopping in thy courſe : 1 till am thine ; 

But can't forget lam Imoinda's too. | 

She calls me from my wrongs to reſcue her. 

No man condemn me, who has never felt 

A woman's pow'r, or try'd the force of love: 


Love, love will be 


My firſt ambition, and my fame the next. 
| Enter Aboan bloody. 
My eyes are turn'd againſt me and combine 
With my ſworn enemies, to repreſent 
This ſpectacle of horror. Aboan ! 
Abe. I have no name | 
That can diſtinguiſh me from the vile earth, 
To which I'm going ; a poor abject worm, 
That crawPd awhile upon the buſtling world, 
And now am trampled to my duſt again” 
Oro. I ſee thee gaſh'd and mangled, * 
Abo. Spare my ſhame. . 
To tell how they have us'd me: but believe ; 
The hangman's hand would have been merciful. 
Do not you ſcorn me, fir, to think I can | 
Latend to live under this infamy. 
Ido not come for pity, to complain. 
I've ſpent an honourable life with yon, 
The earlieſt ſervant of your riſing fame, 
And would attend it with my lateſt care : 
My life was yours, and ſo ſhall be my death. 
You muſt not live, 
Bending and ſinking, I have dragg'd my ſteps 
Thus far to tell you that you cannot live: 

o warn you of thoſe ignominious wrongs, 
Whips, rods, and all the inſtruments of death, 
Which T have felt, and are prepar'd for you. 
This was the duty that I had to pay. | 
Tis done, and now I beg to be diſcharg'd. 

Oro. What ſhall I do 1 thee & 
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Abo. My body tires, 
And wo'not bear me off to liberty: 
I ſhall again be taken, made a ſlave. 
A ſword, a dagger yet would reſcue me. 
I have not ſtrength to go and find out death, 
. You muſt direct him to me. 
| Oro. Here he is, [Gives bim @ dagger, 
IT )hbhe only preſent I can make thee now : | 
And, next the honourable means of life, 
I would beſtow the honeſt means of death. 
Abo, I cannot ſtay to thank you, If there is 
A being after this, I-ſhall-be yours 
In the next world, your faithful ſlave again, 
This is to try. [Stabs himſelf. ] I had a living ſenſe 
Of all your royal favours, but this laſt 
Strikes through my heart. I wo'not ſay farewel, 
For you muſt follow me. Dies. 
Oro. In life and death, 
The guardian of my honour! Follow thee ! 
I ſhould have gone before thee : then perhaps 
Thy fate had been prevented. All his care 
Was to preſerve me from the barbarous rage 
That worry'd him, only for being mine. 
Why, why, you Gods! why am ! ſo accurs d, 
That it muſt be a regſon of your wrath, | | 
A guilt, acrime ſufficient to the fate | | 
Of any one, but to belong to me | 
My friend has found it out, arid my wife will ſoon : 
My wite | the very fears too much for life. 
I can't ſupport it. Where ? Imoinda ! Oh! 
- [Going out, foe meets him, running into bis. arm. 
Thou boſom lotteſs ! Dou n of all mv cares! 
J could recline my thoughts. upon this breaſt 
To a forgetfulneſs of all my griefs, 
And yet be happy: but it wo'not be, 
Thou artdiforder'd, pale and out of breath 
If fate porſues thee, find a ſhelter here. 
What is it thou would'ſt tell me? 
Imo. Tis in vain to call him villain. 
Oro. Call him governor ; is it not ſo ? 
Imo. There's not ancther ſure. 
Oro. Villain's the common name of man kind here, 
But his moſt properly, What ! what of him? 
J fear to be reſoly'd, and mult enquire, 


Yo had es? in his ns 
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Which way would you 8 me ? 
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Eno. I bluſh to think i 3 0 
Oro. Bluſh! to think what ?: 
Imo. That I was in his power, 
Oro. He cou'd not uſe it? 
Bus. What can't ſuch men do ? 
Oro. But did he, durſt he? | * 
Ino. What he cou'd, he dar'd. | [none,. 
Oro. His own Gods damn him then ! For ours have 
No puniſhment for ſuch unheard-of crime. 
Ine. This monſter, cunning in bis flatteries, 

When he had weary'd all his uſeleſs arts, 

Leap'd' out; fierce as a beaſt of prey. to ſeize me. 

I adus fear d. 5 
Ore. I'fear and tremble now. 

What could preſerve thee ? What delives thee 8 
Ino. That worthy man, you us'd-to call your d. . 
Oro. Blandford f 
Ino. Came in, and ſav'd me from his rage. 
Oro. He was a friend indeed, to reſcue thee ! 

Acd,.for his-ſake,.V Il think it poſüble | 

A Chriſtian may be yet an honeſt man, 

Ins. O-did you know what þ bave fruggled thro”; % 

To ſave me yours, ſure you would pramiſe me 

Never to ſee me fore'd from you again. 

Oro. To promiſe thee ! Ol do I need to promiſe 8. 

But there is now no farther uſe of words. 

Death is ſecurity for all our fears. 

[Shews Aboan's boch on the Joore 

And yet I cannot truſt him. 

Ino. Aboan ! 

Oro. Mangled and torn, reſoly'd to give me time 
To fit "myſaif for what I muſt expect, 5 
Groan'd out a warning to me, and expir d. 

Ino. For what you muſt expect ? 

Oro. Would that were all! _ | 

Ino. What ! to be butcher'd that 

Oro. Juſt as thou ſeeſt. 

Ino. By barb'rous hands, to fall at laſt their prey ? 

Oro. I have run the race with bonour, ſhall I now 
Lag, and be overtaken at the goal? 

Ino. No. 

Oro. I muſt look back to thee. [Tenderly. 

Ino. You ſha'not need. | 
I ary always preſent to your purpoſe, ſay, . 
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Oro. What ſhall I do? % 80 
Ino. This dagger will inſtru you. | [Gives i him; 
Oro. Ha! this dagger! wh 
Lake fate, it points me to the horrid deed. © 
Imo. Strike, ſtrike it home, and bravely ſave us both, 
There is no other ſafety, 
Oro. It muſt be—— - : 
Bat firſt, a dying kiſs —— | [Ki her, 
This laſt embrace— [Embracing her, 
And now | : 
Ino. I'm ready. 
Oro. O! where ſhall firike? 
Is there a ſmalleſt grain of that lov'd body 
That is not dearer to me than my eyes. 
My boſom'd heart, and all the life-blood there? 
Bid me cut off theſe limbs, hew off theſe hands, 
Dig out theſe eyes, tho? I woula keep them laſt 
To gaze vpon thee : but to murder thee ! 
The joy, and charm of every raviſh'd ſenſe, 
My wife! forbid it, nature, 
Ino. Tis your wife, 8 
Who on her knees conjures you. O! in time 
Prevent thoſe miſchiefs that are falling on us. 
You may be hurry'd to a ſhameful death, 
And I too dragy'd to the vile governor; 
Then I may cry aloud : when you are gone, 
Where ſhall I find a friend again to ſave me? 
Oro. It will be ſo. Thou avenaniphes 1 virtue! 
Thy reſolution has recover d mine: 
And now prepare thee. 
Imo. Thus, with open arms, 
I ' welcome you and death, 
[Ae drops his dagger, as he looks on ber, and bor 01495 
| himſelf on the ground. 
Oro. I cannot bear it. 
O let me daſh againſt the rock of fate, 
Dig up this earth, tear her bowels out, 
To make a grare, deep as the centre down, 
To ſwallow wide and bury us together, 
It wo'not be. O! then ſome pitying god 
Tf there be one, a friend to innocence) 
ind yet a way to lay her beauties down _ 
Gently in death, and ſave me from her blood. 
Imo. O riſe, 'tiz more than death to ſee you thus, 
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111 eaſe you love, and do the deed myſel. wh” 
0 Ib takes wp the dagger, be riſis in * to take it from. ler. 
Oro. O! hold, I charge thee ho 5 
Ius. Tho' I muſt own | 
It would be nobler for us both from you. 
Oro. O] for a whirlwinds wing to hurry us 
To yonder cliff, which frowns upon the flogd ;. - 
That in embraces lock'd we might plunge in, 
And periſh thus in one another's arms. | 
Ino. Alas} what ſhout 1s that.? 
Oro. I ſee em coming. | 
They ſha'not overtake us. This laſt kiſs, 
And now farewel. 
Ino. Farewell, fare wel for ever. 
Oro, I'll turn my face away, and do it ſo. 
Now, are you ready? 8 
Ino. Now. But do not grudge me 
The pleaſure in my death of a laſt look ; 77 
Pray look upon me. Now I'm ſatis fie. 
Oro. So fate muſt be by this. „ 
| [Going to flab her, he flops ſhort ; ſhe lays her hand 
on his, in order 10 give the blow, 
Ino. Nay, then 1 muſt affiſt you, 
And, ſince it is the common cauſe of both, 
Tis juſt that both ſhould be employ'd in it. | 
Thus, 'tis finiſh'd, and I bleſs my its, [Stabs herfelf. 
That, where I liv'd, I die in thefe lov'd arms, [Dies. 
Oro. She's gone. And now all's at an end with me, 
Soft, lay her down, O we will part no more. 
[Then throws himſelf by her, 
But let me pay the tribute of my grief, ; 
A few ſai tears to thy lov'd memory, | 
And then I follow—— { Shouts, | Veeps over her. 
But I ſtay too long. | [A noiſe again. 
The noiſe comes nearer. Hold, before I go, | 
There's ſomething would be done. It ſhall be ſo, 
And then, Imoinda, I'll come all to thee. 170 
Blandford and his party enter before the Governor and his 
party; ſwords drawn on both fides. © 
Gov, You ſtrive in vain to fave him, he ſhall die. | 
Blan, Not while we can defend him with our lives. 
Gov. Where is he ? / 
Oro, Here is the wretch whom-you would have. 
Put up your ſwords and let not civil broils 2 


Engage | 
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Engage you in the curſed cauſe of one | 
Who cannot live, and now intreats to die. 


This object will convince you. 
Blan. Tis his wife. [They gather about the body, 
Alas ! there was no other remedy, 
Gow. Who did the bloody deed ? 
Oro. The deed was mine: 
Bloody I know it is, and I expect 
Your laws ſhould tell me fo. Thos, ſelf-condemn'd, 
I do reſign myſelf into your hands, 
The hands of juſtice——— But I hold the ſword _, 
For you and for myſelf. 
| [tabs the Governor and himſelf, then throws bimfelf by 
Imoinda' s body. 
Or. 'Tis as it ſhould be now, I have ſent his ghoſt. 
To he a witneſs of that happineſs - 
In the next world, which be devy'd us here. 
Blan, 1 hope there is a place of happineſs 
In the next world for ſuch exalted virtue. : 
Pagan or unbeliever, yet he liv'd | 
*Fo all he knew: and if he went ofiray, 
There's mercy ſtill above to ſet him right. 
But Chriſtians, guided by the heav'nly ray, 
Have no excuſe if we miſteke our way. [Extunt omner,. 


